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ENGLISH COMMUNICATIVE 
Class - X 

Maximum Marks: 80                                                                                                                                                 Time: 3 hours 

Instructions: 

The question paper is divided into four sections. 

Section A: Reading   20 marks 
Section B: Writing  20 marks 
Section C: Grammar  20 marks 
Section D: Literature  20 marks 

SECTION A 
(Reading – 20 Marks) 

Q1. Read the following passage carefully: (5 marks) 
WHAT IS LIFE ON THE SPACE SHUTTLE ? 

There is no gravity in space. That means that even very simple jobs are 

complicated. Shuttle astronaut Mike Mullane says that a simple job like changing 

the batteries in a Walkman can take five times longer in space! The astronaut 

floats, the old and new batteries and the machine float, all in different directions! 

Inside the Space Shuttle, there are controls on all the surfaces, and astronauts use 

Velcro to attach themselves to other objects. There are special cupboards for 

sleeping, or astronauts can use sleeping bags they attach to the wall, ceiling or 

floor! 

Astronauts have individual menus of dehydrated foods and normal foods like 

biscuits or chocolate. Eating is quite easy, but astronauts can only drink with 

straws. Drinks are in bags. People always ask astronauts how they go to the toilet. 

The answer is “with difficulty”! There is one toilet for the seven or eight astronauts 

and it resembles a vacuum cleaner. 

Complete the following sentences by choosing most suitable option from the 

ones given : 

(a) This text is about __________ 

(i) everyday life in space     

(ii) Mike Mullane‟s life 

(iii) the technical aspects of a space shuttle   

(iv) traffic congestion in space. 
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(b) The astronauts sleep __________ 

(i) on beds 

(ii) in sleeping bags/special cupboards 

(iii) in the air 

(iv) in vacuum cleaners 

(c) They eat __________ 

(i) straws 

(ii) dehydrated food, biscuits etc. 

(iii) they can‟t eat; they can only drink 

(iv) only fruits. 

(d) __________ resembles a vacuum cleaner in the Space Shuttle. 

(i) The cockpit. 

(ii) The sleeping cupboards 

(iii) The toilet 

(iv) The Walkman 

(e) __________ is used to attach themselves to other objects 

(i) Velcro   (ii) Fevistic  

(iii) Iron Chains  (iv) Interlocking  system 

Q2. Read the following passage carefully: (5 marks) 
“I will never forget the afternoon of May 3, 2010. For six traumatic hours I had no 

Idea where my five year old daughter Satyiki was. For a parent, there‟s no fear 

worse than losing a child. On that fateful day, I was at home with my mother-in-

law waiting for Satyiki to come back from school. It was 2pm and she was 

expected home any minute. When she hadn‟t turned up by 2.15, I began to worry a 

little. My mother-in-law suggested that I call the driver of the carpool that was 

responsible for taking Satyiki to and from school. When I called the driver, he said 

he‟d left her outside the house a little while ago and had gone straight to the 

neighbouring area from some work. 

My mother-in-law and myself, both searched the neighbourhood but to no avail. I 

couldn‟t believe that Satyiki would be sauntering on the roads. She was a timid 

girl. There is a laundry and a paan shop near our house and we asked the workers 

there if they had seen Satyiki, they hadn‟t. By now I knew something was wrong. I 

rang my husband and filed a complaint at the police station in the meanwhile. The 

driver of the carpool was again called in, but he repeated the same 
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story__________. 

                                                   Source : Femina Feb 2011 

(a) The central idea in the 1st paragraph is __________ 

(i) the abduction of a child   

(ii) the abduction of a five year old 

(iii) the abduction of the narrator‟s daughter 
(iv) the abduction of the mother-in-law 

(b) She was expected home any minute, here, „she‟ refers to __________ 

(i) the mother-in-law 
(ii) Satyiki 
(iii) the narrator 
(iv) the maid 

(c) On that fateful day, here „fateful‟ means  

(i) important 

(ii) exciting 

(iii) fruitful 
(iv) dreary 

(d) For six traumatic hours, here „traumatic‟ means __________ 

(i) dramatic    (ii) long hours 

(iii) emotionally shocking  (iv) tiresome 

(e) Who, do you think is the culprit ? 

(i) the Police    (ii) the carpool driver 

(iii) the mother-in-law  (iv) Satyiki herself 

Q3. Read the following poem carefully: (5 marks) 

(The diverting History of John Gilpin-William Cowper)  

John Gilpin was a citizen  

Of credit and renown,  

A train-band captain eke was he  

Of famous London town.  

John Gilpin‟s spouse said to her dear- 

“Though wedded we have been 

These twice ten tedious years, yet we  

No holiday have seen.  

“Tomorrow is our wedding day, 

And we will then repair  

Unto the bell at Edmonton,  
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All in a chaise and pair.  

“My sister and my sister‟s child,  

Myself, and children three,  

Will fill the chaise: so you must ride  

On horseback after we.”  

He soon replied,” I do admire  

Of womankind but one,  

And you are she, my dearest dear,  

Therefore it shall be done.  

“I am a linen-draper bold,  

As all the world doth know,  

And my good friend the Calendar,  

Will lend his horse to go.”  

Quoth Mrs.Gilpin,”That‟s well said;  

And, for that wine is dear,  

We will be furnished with our own,  

Which is both bright and clear.”  

Answer the following questions . 

(1) John Gilpin‟s wife complained that ___________ . 

(2) His wife suggested that ___________ . 

(3) The word in the poem (lines 1 to 8) which means the same as „fame/repute‟ 

is ___________ . 

(4) ___________ members of John Gilpin‟s family could have travelled in the 

chaise. 

(5) ___________ provide John Gilpin with a horse. 

Q4. Read the following passage carefully: (5 marks) 
THE BERMUDA TRIANGLE 

At 2 pm on 5 December 1945, five US bombers took off from Fort Lauderlale in the 

USA for a training flight in perfect weather. Shortly afterwards, the pilots radioed 

that their flight instruments were all malfunctioning. Two hours after take-off, all 

contact with the planes was lost. A reconnaissance plane was immediately 

dispatched to search for the missing planes. Within 20 minutes, radio contact with 

it had also been lost. No trace of any of the planes was ever found. In all, six planes 

and 27 men had vanished into the air. 

The disappearance of the six planes was far from being the first mysterious 

incident in the area: for years, navigational problems and strange magnetic forces 

had been reported. The disappearance was not even the greatest disaster within 

the triangle. The Cyclops, a           19,000-ton US ship was sailing from Barbados to 

Norfolk, Virginia. In March 1918, when it vanished with its crew of 309 from the 

surface of the ocean without making a distress call and without the slightest 

wreckage ever being found. 
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The losses of boats and planes in that area defy explanation. The disasters are the 

origin of a new phrase in the English language – the Bermuda Triangle and this 

phrase has entered legend. The Bermuda Triangle has been called the Devils‟ 

Triangle, the Triangle of Death, the Graveyard of the Atlantic. It has swallowed up 

140 ships and planes and more than 1,000 people. Today many airmen and sailors 

are still afraid of that area of the Atlantic Ocean. 

Complete the following sentences in a suitable manner. 

(a) The Bermuda Triangle is also known as _________ 

(b) “The Cyclops” was the name of __________ 

(c) The Bermuda Triangle has caused __________ 

(d) On 5th Dec 1945 __________ 

(e) To search for the five bombers a __________.  

SECTION B 
(Writing – 20 Marks) 

Q5. Use the notes in the following box to write a paragraph of about 80 words. 

TRIP TO UDAIPUR 

 Known as the city of lakes 

 People – hospitable, friendly 

 Landscape – picturesque, temples, lakes 

 Area – 37 Km2  (14 sq miles) 

 Nearest cities – Ahmedabad, Kota, Jaipur, Indore 

 Sight seeing – ferry, bus, motorcycles on rent, Sukhadia circle – 
Udaipur Solar observatory – Ahar Museum.   

(4 marks) 

Q6.                                                                                                                                         You are Sonal/Sohan of class X living in a hostel in Calicut. Write a letter to your 

mother describing how you prepared a snack for yourself for the first time in your 

room.  (120 words) 

(8 marks) 

Q7.                                                                                                                                         
 You are preparing for an Inter-School Debate on the topic : 

 „The grading system will promote healthy competition in a better way‟  
Write this debate for or against the motion in 150 words. 

(8 marks) 

SECTION C 
(Grammar – 20 Marks) 
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Q8. Fill in the blanks choosing the most appropriate words from those given below : 

In (a)__________ times, those who studied the (b) __________ noticed that while certain 
heavenly (c) __________ were fixed in the sky, others seemed to (d) __________ about. 

(a) (i) modern 

(ii) recent 

(iii) past 

(iv) ancient 

(b) (i) stars 

(ii) light 

(iii) sun 

(iv) earth 

(c) (i) bodies 

(ii) objects 

(iii) things 

(iv) titles 

(d) (i) walk 

(ii) roam 

(iii) move 

(iv) run 

(4 marks) 

Q9. Complete the following passage by choosing the correct options from the 

ones given below:  

Asha and I (a)__________on M.G. Road when we saw an old man walking 

slowly towards us.  He (b) __________around sixty, with silver - grey hair 

and a few wrinkles on his face, but he still (c) __________fit. He looked at 

Asha and smiled. She (d)__________any sign of recognition. 

(a) (i) were shopping  

(ii) have been shopping  

(iii) had been shopping  

(iv) shopping on  

(b) (i) might have been  

(ii) would have been  

(4 marks) 
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(iii) might be  

(iv) may be  

(c) (i) looking  

(ii) looked  

(iii) was looking  

(iv) has looked  

(d) (i) had not shown 

(ii) did not show  

(iii) does not show  

(iv) not shown 

Q10. Rearrange the jumbled words and phrases to form meaningful sentences :  

(a) sufferings/ Ashoka/ that/ realized / war involved 

(b) Buddhists/ wanted to/ make others / too/ a devout Buddhist / he was / 

and 

(c) did not spread/ violent means/ what he/ by/ But/ believed/ he  

(d) at peace / his / kept/ empire/ he 

(4 marks) 

Q11. The following passage has not been edited. There is one error in each line. 

Write the incorrect word and correction in your answer sheet against the correct 

question number. Remember to underline the words you have supplied. 

I am tuning the piano in Eg am -was 

a psychiatric hospital when the man (a) ___________ 

walked in, fidgeted on the TV (b) ___________ 

and turned it in. To avoid argument (c) ___________ 

with a madman, I get up (d) ___________ 

and turned it off. He looked with me (e) ___________ 

and turned it on. A situation (f) ___________ 

repeated itself until I said him (g) ___________ 

(4 marks) 
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about me job. Laughing, he said  (h) ___________ 

“I am a TV repairman and I thought 

you were a mad man”. 

Q12. Using the information given below, complete the paragraph that follows. The 

first one has been done as an example. Don’t write the printed words. 

(i) Cut a fresh onion into small pieces. 

(ii) Boil these pieces in 10 ml of distilled water for 3-4 min. 

(iii) Cool the solution. 

(iv) Filter the content to be used as food extract. 

(v) Perform Benedict‟s test. 

(vi) The solution turns green, then orange and finally red. 

(vii) This confirms presence of glucose in onion. 

In order to test the presence of glucose in onions the following experiment must be 

performed. First the onion is cut into small pieces. Then these onion pieces (a) 

__________ for 3-4 minutes. The solution is allowed to cool. It is then (b) 

__________. Now (c) __________ on the content. You will observe that initially the 

solution turned green, then orange and finally red. Thus, the presence of glucose 

in onion (d) __________. 

(4 marks) 

SECTION D 
(Literature – 20 Marks) 

Q13. (A) Read the extract and answer the following questions by choosing the most 
appropriate options. 

(3X2=6 marks) 

„Next night when the Nightingale 

Shook her head and twitched her tail, 

Closed an eye and fluffed a wing 

And had cleared her throat to sing 

She was startled by a croak‟ 

(a) The Nightingale was eager to sing because _______ 

(i) the song was good   
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(ii) she wanted to gain  applause 

(iii) a solitary loon wept  

(iv) the sumac tree was in full bloom 

(b) She was startled by ___________ 

(i) the frog‟s croak (ii) ladies with tiaras 

(iii) Duck of Kent  (iv) the toad 

(c) She twitched her tail to _________  

(i) earn money  (ii) start vocal training 

(iii) perfect her technique (iv) sing a song 

OR 
(Chirpily)” Now, Amelia, you mustn‟t give way. We‟ve all got to die sometime or 

other. It might have been worse.” 

1. Who speaks these words ? 

(a) Ben 

(b) Mrs. Slater 

(c) Mrs. Jodan 

(d) Victoria 

2. The speaker is prompted to utter these words to Amelia so that/because 

(a) she should not cry. 

(b) she need not show off. 

(c) he knew her real nature and wanted to caution her that when they 

would face such a situation, it would be still worse. 

(d) He wanted to be lively and humorous in that grim situation. 

3. The literary device used in the given lines is : 

(a) Personification 

(b) Irony 

(c) Alliteration 

(d) Metaphor 

(B) Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow : 
“For several days Ali had not come to the post -office.  There was no one 

with enough sympathy or understanding to guess the reason, but all were 

curious to know what had stopped the old man.” 

(a) Why did Ali come to the post office ?     

(b) Why had Ali stopped coming to the post office ?    

(c) Why were all curious to know ? 

Q14. Answer any Four of the following questions in 30-40 words each : (2X4=8 marks) 
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(a) Why were the narrator and his companion impressed by the two boys ? 

(b) `Ali‟ displays qualities of love and patience‟.  Give evidence from the story 

to support the statement. 

(c) To some extent the nightingale was herself responsible for her downfall 

and death.Comment. 

(d) The poet says that neither forces of nature nor war can destroy his poetry. 

What quality of the poet is revealed through these lines ? 

(e)  How did the villagers react to the tiger‟s death ? 

Q15. Answer the following in about 150 words                                                    (6 marks) 
How does Sylvia Plath effectively use personification in the poem,”Mirror”? 

OR 
Victoria in “The Dear Departed “is very upset by the behaviour of her parents. She 
is bewildered by their attitude. She expresses her feelings in a diary entry. 




