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ENGLISH COMMUNICATIVE 
Class - X 

Maximum Marks: 80                                                                                                                                                 Time: 3 hours 

Instructions: 

The question paper is divided into four sections. 

Section A: Reading   20 marks 
Section B: Writing  20 marks 
Section C: Grammar  20 marks 
Section D: Literature  20 marks 

SECTION A 
(Reading – 20 Marks) 

Q1. Read the following passage carefully: (5 marks) 
Abandoned cars – with tires gone, chrome stripped away, and windows smashed 

– have become a common sight on the city‟s streets. In 2000, more than 72,000 

were deposited at curbs by owners who never came back, an increase of 15,000 

from the year before and more than 30 times the number abandoned a decade ago. 

In January 2001, the city Environmental Protection Administrator asked the State 

Legislature to pass a law requiring a buyer of a new automobile to deposit $100 

and an owner of an automobile at the time the law takes effect to deposit $50 with 

the State Department of Motor Vehicles. In return, they would be given a 

certificate of deposit which would be passed on to each succeeding owner. The 

final owner would get the deposit money back if he could present proof that he 

has disposed of his car in an environmentally acceptable manner. The Legislature 

has given no indication that it plans to rush ahead on the matter. 

(a) The number of cars abandoned in the city streets in 1999 was most 

nearly__________ 

(i) 2,500  (ii) 12,000   

(iii) 27,500  (iv) 57,000 

(b)  The proposed law would require a person who owned a car bought 

before the law was passed to deposit 

(i) $100 with the State Department of Motor Vehicles 

(ii) $50 with the Environmental Protection Administration 

(iii) $100 with the State Legislature 
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(iv) $50 with the State Department of Motor Vehicles 

(c) The proposed law would require the State to return the deposit money 

only when  the_________ 

(i) original owner of the car shows proof that he has sold it 

(ii) last owner of the car shows proof that he has got rid of the car in a  

satisfactory way 

(iii) owner of a car shows proof that he has transferred the certificate of  

deposit to the next owner 

(iv) last owner of a car returns the certificate of deposit 

(d) The main idea or theme of the above article is that__________ 

(i) a proposed new law would make it necessary for car owners in the  

State to pay additional taxes 

(ii) the State Legislature is against a proposed law to require deposits from 

automobile owners to prevent them from abandoning their cars 

(iii) the city is trying to find a solution for the increasing number of cars  

abandoned on its streets  

(iv) to pay for the removal of abandoned cars, the city‟s Environmental 

Protection Administrator asked the State to fine automobile owners  

who abandon their vehicles 

(e) The environmental administrator asked__________ to pass a law. 

(i) State Department of motor vehicles. 

(ii) the state legislature. 

(iii) the last owner of the car. 

(iv) the central department. 

Q2. Read the passage given below and complete the statements that follow by 
choosing the answers from the given options. 

(5 marks) 

Leaving Her Mark 

Wherever she goes, Molly leaves her mark. Without saying a word, she speaks to 

people with her kind eyes. Even when she walks away, she leaves an impression. 

Molly‟s mark is a smile, stamped into the ground by the horse shoe at the bottom 

of her false leg. A few years ago, Molly, a pony, was badly attacked by a dog. The 

dog bit all four of Molly‟s legs and left large gashes in her face. Molly‟s owner, 

Kaye Harris, took her to an animal hospital. Veterinarians there were able to save 

Molly‟s life, but soon one of her legs became very infected. The only way to save 

her life was to amputate, or remove, the infected leg. At first, veterinarians 
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thought Molly would have to be euthanized or put to sleep. But Molly changed 

their minds. This pony, doctors noticed, shifted her weight, and rested her good 

leg from time to time. Doctors knew that Molly had amazing intelligence, and that 

she wanted to live. Several veterinarians operated on Molly, and amputated her 

infected leg.A false leg, called a prosthesis                (pros-THEE-sis) was made for 

her. Molly‟s prosthesis was a hollow cast with a pole at the bottom for balance. 

Doctors gave Molly a special horse shoe at the bottom of her prosthesis. This horse 

shoe had the stamp of a smiling face in it! After the operation, Molly walked 

around on all four legs, as if nothing had ever happened to her! Now, with every 

step she takes, she stamps a smile in the dirt. But she leaves her mark in other 

ways, too. 

Kaye Harris took Molly to the prosthesis center. There were children there who, 

like Molly, had artificial limbs. They were amazed to see a pony with a prosthetic 

leg. Molly made them smile and gave them hope. Soon, Molly began to visit 

schools, nursing homes, army bases, and hospitals. A book was even written about 

Molly! Molly has become a symbol of hope for people of all ages. Her story leaves 

a smile on people‟s faces, just as clearly as her horse shoe leaves a mark in the 

sand. 

(a) What is unique about the horseshoe at the bottom of Molly‟s false leg is 

that the  __________.   

(i) shoe is made of gold.   

(ii) shoe made of black leather.  

(iii) shoe had the stamp of a smile under it.  

(iv) shoe had lights in it. 

(b) The proper meaning of the word „Euthanize‟ is __________  

(i) to remove a body part   

(ii) an artificial body part 

(iii) to put to sleep; to kill 

(iv) an animal doctor 

(c) After she got her artificial limb Molly __________ 

(i) ran a race. 

(ii) visited schools and hospitals. 

(iii) moved into a petting zoo 

(iv) gave rides to young children. 

(d) This story is titled, “Leaving Her Mark” because __________  



 learncbse.in 

   learncbse.in 

 

Page 4 of 11 

(i) Molly had marks on her body. 

(ii) Molly was a clever horse 

(iii) Molly‟s  unique shoe imprint inspired people. 

(iv) Molly was a black horse. 

(e) Molly required a prosthesis because __________. 

(i) she was a professional race horse. 

(ii) her leg was amputated. 

(iii) she had an infection in her leg. 

(iv) her leg was deformed. 

Q3. Read the following poem carefully: (5 marks) 

THE STOLEN BOAT   

One summer evening (led by her) I found  

A little boat tied to a willow tree  

Within a rocky cave, its usual home.  

Straight I unloosed her chain, and stepping in  

Pushed from the shore. It was an act of stealth  

And troubled pleasure, nor without the voice  

Of mountain - echoes did my boat move on;  

Leaving behind her still, on either side  

Small circles glittering idly in the moon 

Until they melted all into one track  

Of sparkling light, But now, like one who rows,  

Proud of his skill, to reach a chosen point  

With an unswerving line, I fixed my view  

Upon the summit of a craggy ridge,  

The horizon‟s utmost boundary; for above 

Was nothing but the stars and the grey sky.  

She was an elfin pinnace; lustily  

I dipped my oars into the silent lake  

And, as I rose upon the stroke, my boat  

Went heaving through the water like a swan...   

(William Wordsworth) 

(a) The usual home of the boat was __________ . 

(b) Having stolen the boat the poet felt __________ . 

(c) The moving boat left behind her __________ . 

(d) The poet managed to keep a straight path by __________ . 
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(e) The word in the poem which means the same as „shining‟ _________ . 

Q4. Read the following passage carefully: (5 marks) 
A Mongoose Teaches a King a Lesson 

By Ramadas Rao 

All your charity does not measure up to the ounce of flour given away by a poor 

Brahmin, who, though he was starving, fed his guest.” These words were spoken 

to the virtuous Pandava emperor Yudhisthira, not by a sage glowing with 

wisdom, but by a mongoose. The mongoose began to roll on the ground in 

Yudhisthira‟s court, and the assembly noticed that one of its flanks was pure gold. 

Yudhisthira and his brothers had just finished the Ashwamedha yajna. An 

enormous amount of wealth had been given away to the needy and a sense of 

„goodness‟ suffused the Pandavas. 

But just as the flames of the fire had died down, the mongoose appeared. Turning 

to the emperor, he narrated the story of a Brahmin who lived in abject poverty. A 

meal was so scarce that the family would eat once in three days. One day, as the 

family who had scraped together a morsel each, sat down to eat, a weary traveller 

came by. Though faint with hunger, the Brahmin offered him his share of food. 

But the guest was still hungry so the Brahmin‟s wife gave away her morsel. When 

this too proved insufficient, the son and daughter-in-law gave away their share of 

the morsel too. “When I rolled on the ground, “concluded the mongoose, “the 

crumbs left there turned one of my flanks to gold. Since then, I have visited royal 

sacrifices where kings have given away vast sums in charity, to see if I could turn 

my other flank to gold as well, but in vain. Having heard of Yudhisthira‟s virtue, I 

came here with great hope. But, again in vain.”          

Source : The Speaking Tree Volume 1 

(a) The sermon in the court of Yudhisthira was given by __________ 

(b) When the mongoose rolled on the ground the court noticed __________ 

(c) And a sense of goodness suffused the Pandavas, here „suffused‟ means 

_________ 

(d) „One of my flanks to gold‟, flank here means ________ 

(e) „The mongoose came with great hope to the court of Yudhisthira, but all in 

vain because __________     

SECTION B 
(Writing – 20 Marks) 

Q5. With the given profile of the famous footballer, David Beckham, write a biosketch 
of his in a paragraph in about 80 words. 

(4 marks) 
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Full Name       : David Robert Joseph Beckham 

Date of birth   : 2 May 1975 (age 35)  

Place of birth  : Leytonstone, London, England 

Current club   : Los Angeles Galaxy. 

Education        : attended Chase Lane Primary School and ChingFord    
Foundation School  

Special awards :  Gold Blue Peter Badge winner 2001; English Football Hall of  
Fame – 2008 Beckham has at least 17 tattoos adorning his     body.   

Q6.                                                                                                                                         Using the visual input given below write a letter to the editor of a national daily 

sharing your views and suggestions on the issue in about 150 words. 

All they need is kindness - are old age homes a solution ?  

(8 marks) 

Q7.                                                                                                                                          India is a country of more than one hundred crore people. When population is 

the strength of a country, a major portion of this strength is either misutilized 

or underutilized for which disparities between the rich and poor people are 

clearly visible in our day to day life. One such sight is begging. Thousands are 

losing their lives, struggling hard to feed their stomach. You are Manas / 

Manasi. Taking ideas from the visual given below write an article in about 150 

words on „Poverty – India‟. 

(8 marks) 
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SECTION C 
(Grammar – 20 Marks) 

Q8. Complete the following passage by choosing the most appropriate options from the 
ones given below : 

A variety of rose plants (a)__________ : bush roses, shrub roses and climbing roses. The 
loveliness of flowers (b)__________ profound despite the thorns on their stems. Their 
attractiveness lies (c)__________ in their structure (d)__________ in their fragrance. The 
scent diffused in the air is a delight. 

(a) (i) grow 

(ii) exist 

(iii) are seen 

(iv)  are there 

(b) (i) are 

(ii) has been 

(iii)  is 

(iv) is being 

(c) (i)  not 

(ii) not only 

(iii)  only 

(iv) not lying 

(d) (i) but 

(ii) also 

(iii) but also 

(iv) and 

(4 marks) 
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Q9. Read the conversation given below and complete the dialogue that follows by 

choosing the most appropriate options : 

Mira : What are you planning to wear for the party ? 

Mala : Haven‟t thought  (a) _________________. 

Mira :  What about (b) ____________ ? 

Mala :  I don‟t think I will be able to manage a sari properly . 

Mira :  (c) ____________________to help you? 

Mala :  Oh! My sister never has any time and my mother is away for a week.  Can 

   your mother help me ? 

Mira : (d) ________________________________________ 

Mala :  How nice of her. But that means I will have to come to your house. 

(a) (i) what to wear for (ii) of it yet 

(iii) any plan  (iv) any dress 

(b) (i) wearing a silk sari (ii) the sari 

(iii) wearing a sari (iv) managing a sari 

(c) (i) Why don‟t you ask your mother or sister 

(ii) Mother or sister 

(iii) Don‟t your mother or sister 

(iv) Ask your neighbour 

(d) (i) Yes, she should    (ii) Yes, she will 

(iii) She can help you   (iv) Of course, she can 

(4 marks) 

Q10. Rearrange the following words and phrases to make meaningful sentences.  

(a) cause/ loud noise/ mental/ and/ illness/ can/ deafness 

(b) writing forever/ changed the world/ Louis Braille/ of reading and  

(c) is/ red pandas/ most/ striking/ their agility/ feature of the / the 

(d) and handsome/ greeted/ young man/ Ajay/ a fair 

(4 marks) 
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Q11. The following passage has not been edited.  There is one error in each of the 

lines.  Write the incorrect and the correct words in your answer sheet.   

Error  Correction 

The light had gone out of our lives    (a) _____ _____ 

and there is darkness somewhere.    (b) _____ _____ 

I do not quite know which to say to you   (c) _____ _____ 

and how to say it.  The Father in our nation is (d) _____ _____ 

no more.  We will not run for him for advice (e) _____ _____ 

and seek solace of him; and that is     (f) _____ _____ 

the terrible blow not to me only     (g) _____ _____ 

and to millions in this country.      (h)  _____  _____ 

(4 marks) 

Q12. Read the following conversation carefully and complete the passage by filling 

in the blank spaces appropriately. Do not add any new information. Write the 

answers in your answer sheet against the correct blank number. 

Teacher: Why have you again disturbed the class in this way? 

Student: What have I done, Sir? 

Teacher : I have told you before, that when I am speaking, you should be   

silent. 

Student : I am sorry, sir. This will not happen again. 

The teacher became angry with the student and (a) __________. The student asked 

respectfully (b) __________. The teacher reminded him (c) __________. The student 

felt sorry and said (d) __________. 

(4 marks) 

SECTION D 
(Literature – 20 Marks) 

Q13. (A) Read the extract and answer the following questions by choosing the most 
appropriate options. 

(3X2=6 marks) 

„Then she turns to those liars, the candles or the moon 

I see her back and reflect it faithfully 

She rewards me with tears and an agitation of hands‟ 
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(a) The candle is called a liar because it _____________. 

(i) hides the secret   (ii) tells the truth 

(iii) exposes defects   (iv) hides the defects 

(b) The woman is agitated because __________. 

(i) she is rewarded    (ii) she hates liars 

(iii) her reflection upsets her   (iv) the mirror flickers 

(c) What quality of the mirror is revealed here? 

(i) preconception    (ii) prejudiced    

(iii) unmisted          (iv) cruel 

OR 
Beholding the wooden arch of this building, the old man was filled with the joy 

that the pilgrim feels when he first sees the goal of his journey. 

(a) Ali‟s walking to the Post Office daily even in biting cold weather shows his 
_________. 
(i) courage   (ii) optimism 

(iii) foolishness   (iv) strength of will 

(b) The Post Office is referred to as Ali‟s “place of pilgrimage” as he __________. 

(i) visited it daily.    

(ii) came there to pray for a letter from his daughter. 

(iii) went there with faith and hope. 

(iv) believed God would bless him if he went there.   

(c) When did Ali‟s daughter get married ? 

(i) one year ago   (ii) Two years ago 

(iii) Three year ago  (iv) Five years ago 

(B) Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow : 
He came in as merry as a sand boy ________________ 

“I don‟t want no dinner. I am going to bed.“ 

1. Who is the `he‟ here ? 

2. What does the phrase „as merry as a sand‟ mean? 

3. Where had he gone ? 
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Q14. Answer any four of the following questions in 30-40 words each : 

(a) What was the aim of the frog ? 

(b) Bring out the traits of Mrs Slater‟s personality quoting evidence from the 

play. 

(c) Appearances are deceptive. Discuss with reference to the two boys. 

(d) Would you say that Mrs. Packletide was jealous ? Give reasons with 

examples. 

(e)  „Ali displays qualities of love and patience.‟  Give evidence from the story to 

support the statement. 

(2X4=8 marks) 

Q15. Answer the following in about 150 words                                                    (6 marks) 
How did the nightingale fall prey to the heartless frog? 

OR 
Victoria Slater is truly attached to her grandfather. She is confused by the 

behaviour of the elders at home, their attitude towards the old man. 

As Victoria  write a diary entry in not more than 150 words, outlining the incidents 

and the elders‟ feelings towards the misfortune. 




