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ENGLISH COMMUNICATIVE 
Class - X 

Maximum Marks: 80                                                                                                                                                 
Time: 3 hours 

Instructions: 

The question paper is divided into four sections. 

Section A: Reading   20 marks 
Section B: Writing  20 marks 
Section C: Grammar  20 marks 
Section D: Literature  20 marks 

SECTION A 
(Reading – 20 Marks) 

Q1. Read the following passage carefully: (5 marks) 
I may never have become a cricketer and this book would certainly not have been 

written, if an eagle-eyed relation, Mr. Narayan Masurekar, had not come into my 

life the day I was born (July 10, 1949). It seems that Nan-Kaka (as I call him) who 

had come to see me in hospital on my first day in this world, noticed a little hole 

near the top of my left ear lobe. The next day he came again and picked up the 

baby lying on the crib next to my mother. To his utter horror, he discovered that 

the baby did not have the hole on the left ear lobe. A frantic search of all the  cribs 

in the hospital followed  and  I was eventually located sleeping blissfully beside a 

fisherwoman, totally oblivious of the commotion I had caused! The mix-up, it 

appears followed after the babies had been given their bath. 

Providence had helped me to retain my true identity and in the process, charted 

the course of my life. I have often wondered what would have happened if nature 

had not „marked‟ me out and given me my „guard‟ by giving me that small hole 

on my left ear lobe and if Nan-Kaka had not noticed this abnormality. Perhaps, I 

would have grown up to be an obscure fisherman, toiling somewhere along the 

west coast, And what about the baby who, for a spell, took my place ? I do not 

know if he is interested in cricket or whether he will ever read this book . I can 

only hope that, if he does, he will start taking a little more interest in Sunil 

Gavaskar. 

(a) „Eagle-eyed‟ means a __________ 

(i) person with big eyes  (ii) person having blue eyes 

(iii) keen observant   (iv) person with small eyes 

(b) On the second day of his birth Sunil Gavaskar was located sleeping 
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blissfully beside a fisherwoman because : 

(i) she was his caretaker.   

(ii) she was his mother. 

(iii) the babies were mixed-up after they had been given their bath at the  

hospital. 

(iv) she had stolen him. 

(c) The baby who for a spell took the place of Sunil Gavaskar on July 11, 1949 

was : 

(i) an orphan   (ii) son of a fisherwoman 

(iii) Nan-Kaka‟s son  (iv) a girl 

(d) The man because of whom the narrator escaped the fate of being an obscure 

fisherman was : 

(i) his Mother  (ii) his Father 

(iii) his Doctor   (iv) his uncle Mr. Narayan Masurekar 

(e) The nature‟s mark and the abnormality of Sunil Gavaskar that helped him 

to come back to his parents on the second day of his birth was : 

(i) his complexion     

(ii) his crippled hand 

(iii) a small hole on his left ear lobe   

(iv) the colour of his hair 

Q2. Read the following passage carefully: (5 marks) 
“A Christmas In March” 

Just before Christmas in 1944, a letter arrived at our house in Philadelphia. The 

postmark was from Tuskegee, Alabama, so we all knew who it was from. We 

excitedly gathered around Mother as she opened it at the kitchen table. My Dear 

Mother, I did not get the leave I expected for Christmas. I will miss all of you. 

Please leave the Christmas tree up until I make it back. I hope to be home by 

March. Love from your son, Clifton. I was 17-years-old at the time. My heart 

sank. I felt a profound sadness about my favourite brother not being home for 

Christmas. He was one of the Tuskegee Airmen and was responsible for 

maintaining the airplanes flying off to fight in World War II. My mother, being 

the optimist she always was, said, “Well, it looks like we‟ll get to have two 

Christmases this year!” After Christmas, my sister and I worked together to make 

sure we kept that Christmas tree looking as pretty as possible. This was no easy 

feat. By mid January, the branches drooped so low to the ground that they 
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became a sliding board for the decorations. Each day, there were brand new 

sprinklings of pine needles all over the wooden floor. My sister and I took turns 

sweeping them up. We repositioned the ornaments to the stronger branches on 

the tree, hoping they would stay on.  Each time we freshened that tree up, my 

sister and I were full of thoughts about Clifton and how happy we would be to 

see him again. It made us feel that he was close by, even though he was hundreds 

of miles away. On March 5, the doorbell rang. We ran to the door and gave 

Clifton a big hug. As he hugged my Mother, I could see him peak over her head 

at the Christmas tree. “It‟s beautiful,” he said. “Thank you.” Clifton opened his 

presents and told us all sorts of stories about his work in Tuskegee. That night as 

we slept, we heard a crash in the living room. We all ran to see what had 

happened. The tree had toppled onto the sofa and there were needles and broken 

ornaments everywhere. We all had a good laugh. It was good that  Clifton got 

home when he did!  

(a) Another title that would fit this passage best is __________ 

(i) “Flying Home” 

(ii) “A Christmas War” 

(iii) “Granting Clifton‟s Wish” 

(iv) “The Disappointing Letter” 

(b) Clifton seems to feel __________ when he came home. 

(i) appreciative 

(ii) disappointed 

(iii) estranged 

(iv) remorseful 

(c) The best way to combine sentences given below is __________. 

“Each day, there were brand new sprinklings of pine needles all over the   

wooden floor.” 

“My sister and I took turns sweeping them up.” 

(i) Each day, there were brand new sprinklings of pine needles all over  

the wooden floor, therefore my sister and I took turns sweeping them  

up.  

(ii) Each day, there were brand new sprinklings of pine needles all over  

the wooden floor, and so my sister and I took turns sweeping them up. 

(iii) Each day, there were brand new sprinklings of pine needles all over  

the wooden floor, because my sister and I took turns sweeping them up. 

(iv) Each day, there were brand new sprinklings of pine needles all over  
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the wooden floor, until my sister and I took turns sweeping them up. 

(d) The mother is an optimist. This means she…. 

(i) is not easily upset. 

(ii) upholds high standards. 

(iii) maintains a positive viewpoint. 

(iv) considers all outcomes before making a decision. 

(e) The narrator’s mood shifted from __________ after Clifton’s letter was 

read to the family.   

(i) grand to humble 

(ii) jubilance to anger 

(iii) uncertainty to clarity 

(iv) excitement to disappointment 

Q3. Read the following poem carefully: (5 marks) 

THE STOLEN BOAT   

One summer evening (led by her) I found  

A little boat tied to a willow tree  

Within a rocky cave, its usual home.  

Straight I unloosed her chain, and stepping in  

Pushed from the shore. It was an act of stealth  

And troubled pleasure, nor without the voice  

Of mountain - echoes did my boat move on;  

Leaving behind her still, on either side  

Small circles glittering idly in the moon 

Until they melted all into one track  

Of sparkling light, But now, like one who rows,  

Proud of his skill, to reach a chosen point  

With an unswerving line, I fixed my view  

Upon the summit of a craggy ridge,  

The horizon‟s utmost boundary; for above  

Was nothing but the stars and the grey sky.  

She was an elfin pinnace; lustily  

I dipped my oars into the silent lake  

And, as I rose upon the stroke, my boat  

Went heaving through the water like a swan...   

(William Wordsworth) 

(a) The usual home of the boat was __________ . 
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(b) Having stolen the boat the poet felt __________ . 

(c) The moving boat left behind her __________ . 

(d) The poet managed to keep a straight path by __________ . 

(e) The word in the poem which means the same as „shining‟ _________ . 

Q4. Read the following passage carefully: (5 marks) 
“Mission accomplished, Sir!” were this real -life hero‟s last words. 

(1) It was a Friday. The second day of January 2004. The nation was still 

recovering from  New Year celebrations. A young army Lieutenant was the 

real life hero at the Jammu  railway station as he gunned down militants 

in a virtual one-to-one battle before losing his life. 

(2) Lt. Triveni Singh was waiting for a train on Friday night, when the terrorists 

struck. He  found that the militants had taken position on an over bridge 

linking platforms one and two and were firing at the station teeming 

with pilgrims on their way back from the Vaishno Devi shrine. 

(3) Lt. Singh rushed, to come within close range of the terrorists. He faced 

indiscriminate  firing and lobbing of grenades by the militants but 

succeeded in killing one of them. The  second terrorist threw a grenade 

while trying to escape, but the seriously injured officer  stood up and 

shot him dead. 

“Mission accomplished, Sir!” Lt. Singh said and saluted his General Officer-

Commanding before he died. 

Mission accomplished but life shattered at home in Pathankot, where his father,         

Capt. Janmej Singh (retd) and his mother were busy planning their son‟s wedding, 

due in March 2004. 

(a) In the sentence; „he faced indiscriminate firing‟, indiscriminate means 

__________. 

(b) Lt. Singh rushed, to come within close range of the terrorists. „Come within 

close range‟ means __________ 

(c) “Mission accomplished, Sir!” Lt. Singh said and saluted his General Officer-

Commanding before he died. This gesture of the captain shows his 

__________. 

(d) Life at home was shattered because __________. 

(e) Find word in  the passage that means the same as : 

making no distinction (3rd Para) 

SECTION B 
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(Writing – 20 Marks) 

Q5. Given below is a profile of Sachin Tendulkar. Write a bio sketch of his in a 
paragraph of about 80 words. 

Name                :  Sachin Ramesh Tendulkar 

Date of Birth    :  24th April , 1973 

Family              :   two siblings; a brother , a sister 

Achievements :   leading run scorer, century maker ; 

    only male player to score a double  

    century in the history of ODIs  

Top Score         :   Test Matches- 248 ; ODI – 200 

Last ODI           :   12th March 2011 V South Africa 

Best Bowling    :  Test matches 3/10 ; ODI 5/32 

Keen Interest in automobile – F 1 Legend Michael 

Schumacher gifted him a Ferrari car. 

(4 marks) 

Q6.                                                                                                                                         Mohit/Mina visits her aunt in her suburban house.  He/She is appalled to see the 

dirt and squalor in such suburban areas.  He/She decides to write a letter to the 

editor of a local daily expressing concern regarding the diseases that would be 

spread because of the garbage collected on the roads.  Write his/her letter in not 

more than 120 words. 

(8 marks) 

Q7.                                                                                                                                          You are Shankar Sharma, going to represent your school, MBM Public School 

Delhi, by taking part in a speech competition, organised by Sahodaya Schools 

complex, New Delhi on the topic that the gulf between the content and purpose of 

education continues to be as wide as before despite several attempts in the past to 

reform the system and strengthen our new democracy. Write your speech in 

about 150 words. 

(8 marks) 

SECTION C 
(Grammar – 20 Marks) 

Q8. Complete the following passage by choosing the most appropriate options 

from the ones given below.   

Even experts were a little       (a)      when a man of 62 turned up at a 

parachute training school and said that he      (b)      in learning to become a 

parachutist. They      (c)      to put him through the course, but only after 

(4 marks) 
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giving him a series of tests      (d)     that he was fit enough.  

(a) (i) have amazed. 

(ii) surprised. 

(iii) being wondered. 

(iv) confused. 

(b) (i) was able  

(ii) was capable  

(iii) was interested.  

(iv) is interested  

(c) (i) permitted  

(ii) agreed  

(iii) told  

(iv) asked.  

(d) (i) to show  

(ii) to prove  

(iii) to conclude  

(iv) to refer   

Q9. Complete the news items by choosing the correct answers from the options 

given below : 

(A) U.K. may impose bonds on Indian students.       

Britain‟s new Immigration Minister Damian Green (a) __________ that students 

from India and other non- European Union countries will have to furnish a bond 

of specified amount before coming here to study at British Institutions. 

(i) has indicated  (ii) has told 

(iii) has committed  (iv) has announced 

(B) Atlantis lifts off into history.         

A huge orange plume trailing behind, space shuttle Atlantis (b) _________ off 

from Kennedy Space Centre on its last scheduled mission to the International 

Space Station. 

(i) has lifted    (ii) had lifted 

(4 marks) 
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(iii) lifted     (iv) has been lifted 

(C) Plants lose their cool as carbon dioxide rises      

Scientists (c) _____________ that carbon dioxide lowers the cooling effect  that 

plants produce through transpirastion. 

(i) had added    (ii) have discovered 

(iii) have found    (iv) have added 

(D) Upper layer of oceans warmed up greatly  

The upper layer of the world‟s oceans  (d) _______ since 1993, which is a strong 

climate change signal, according to a new study. 

(i) warmed    (ii) has warmed 

(iii) has been warming up  (iv) warming 

Q10. Rearrange the following words and phrases to make meaningful sentences : 

(a) was amongst/ the early ideas/ the piggy bank/ towards swings 

(b) the afflicted/ far and wide/ and healing/ Jesus/ travelled/ teaching 

people 

(c) art/ storehouse/ Indian/ are a/ Indian/ of/ temples 

(d) huge impact/ can have a/ and / health/ on our/ the food we eat/ well 

being. 

(4 marks) 

Q11. The following passage has one word missing from each line.  Write the missing 

word along with the word that comes before and one that comes after against 

the correct blank numbers. 

It is estimated that Indian spends    (a) ______   _____ 

at least 3 hours in front the idiot box every day.  (b) ______   _____ 

The remote control allows access innumerable channels (c) ______   _____ 

making it possible to surf around many films  (d) ______   _____ 

as there days in a year.   This is    (e) ______   _____ 

a far cry the old days not so long ago,   (f) ______   _____ 

when old, and faithful Doordarshan, commanded  (g) ______   _____ 

everyone‟s attention Sunday mornings.  (h) ______   _____ 

(4 marks) 
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Q12. Read the news items given below. Use the information in the headlines to 

complete the sentences. Write the answers in your answer sheet against the 

correct blank numbers. Do not copy the whole sentences. 

(a) Stone chamber of 3rd century tomb unveiled 

A third century stone chamber __________ by Japanese archaeologists 

today It was excavated from an ancient tomb in Nara. 

(b) Abducted Bengal cop released by Maoists.  

Two days after being taken hostage, police officer A. Dutt __________ 

unharmed by the Maoists in Lalgarh. 

(c) Singaporean trade team to visit India. 

    According to Singapore Chamber of Commerce, a high level trade team 

__________  soon to finalize the setting up of trade development council 

in New Delhi. 

(d) O.J.  Simpson acquitted. 

In the judgement given today by a Los Angeles Court the famous football 

legend O.J. Simpson __________ of the murder charge against him. 

(4 marks) 

SECTION D 
(Literature – 20 Marks) 

Q13. (A) Read the extract and answer the following questions by choosing the most 
appropriate options. 

(3X2=6marks) 

„So the frog and nightingale 

Journeyed up and down the scale 

For six hours, till she was shivering 

Till her voice was hoarse and quivering‟ 

(a) The journey mentioned here is _________ 

(i)  the journey on the scale (ii) the journey to the Sumac tree 

(iii)  the musical journey  (iv) the journey for six hours 

(b) The nightingale was “shivering” because of __________ 

(i)  cold and fever   (ii) cold and exhaustion 
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(iii) fear and sleep   (iv) fear and unhappiness 

(c) The rhyme scheme of these lines is 

(i) abab (ii) abcd  (iii) abba  (iv) aabb 

OR 
“Ali came out very slowly, turning after every few steps to gaze at the  post office.  

His eyes were filled with tears of helplessness, for his  patience was exhausted, 

even though he still had faith.”  

(a) Ali‟s eyes were filled with tears because __________. 

(i) the postmaster had misbehaved with him 

(ii) Miriam had died 

(iii) Ali was unwell 

(iv) Miriam was unwell 

(b) Ali had faith that __________. 

(i) the postmaster would understand his feelings 

(ii) he would be well soon 

(iii) he would hear from Miriam 

(iv) None of the above 

(c) His patience was exhausted because __________. 

(i) he was very tired 

(ii) he could not convince the postmaster 

(iii) he had not received any letter from Miriam during the last five  

years. 

(iv) All of the above 

(B)   I’ll tell you what I’ve got to do.  On Monday next I’ve got to do three 
things. 

 (i) These words are spoken by ___________ to ___________. 

 (ii) The listeners‟ reaction to the speaker‟s declaration is that they are 
__________ . 

 (iii) ___________ has made the speaker decide on three things. 

Q14. Answer any four of the following questions in 30-40 words each : 

(a) What was the aim of the frog ? 

(2X4=8 marks) 
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(b) Bring out the traits of Mrs Slater‟s personality quoting evidence from the 

play. 

(c) Appearances are deceptive. Discuss with reference to the two boys. 

(d) Would you say that Mrs. Packletide was competitive? Give reasons with 

examples. 

(e) „Ali displays qualities of love and patience.‟  Give evidence from the story 
to support the  statement. 

Q15. Answer the following in about 150 words                                                    (6 marks) 
How is the hypocrisy of the two sisters brought out in the play, „The Dear 
Departed‟? 

OR 
You are Lucia the ailing sister of the two boys. Write a letter to your friend about 

your past life and your present situation, as you are on the way to recovery, with 

the help of your younger brothers. 




