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2/2013-14/HALF YEARLY/ENGLISH/ CL-X 

HALF YEARLY EXAMINATION (2013 – 2014) 

CLASS X 
ENGLISH 

Time : 3 hrs. M.M. : 80 

General Instructions :
1. The question paper is divided into three sections.  
2. Section A: Reading Comprehension – 15 marks  
3. Section B: Writing – 20 marks  
4. Section C: Grammar – 15 marks  
5. Section D: Literature – 20 marks  
6. Long Reading Text – 10 marks 

SECTION – A : (READING – 15 MARKS) 

1. Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow : (8)  

We are in a rush. We are making haste. A compression of time characterises our 
lives. As time-use researchers look around, they see a rushing and scurrying 
everywhere.  

Instant services rule, pollsters use electronic devices during political speeches to 
measure opinions before they have been fully formed; fast food restaurants add 
express lanes. Even reading to children is under pressure. The volume “One Minute 
Bedtime Stories” consists of traditional stories that can be read by a busy parent in 
only one minute.  

Time is a gentle deity, said Sophocles. Perhaps it was, for him. These days it cracks 
the whip. We humans have chosen speed and we thrive on it – more than we 
generally admit. Our ability to work fast and play fast gives us power. It thrills us. And 
if haste is the accelerator, multitasking is the overdrive.  

A sense of well- being comes with this saturation of parallel pathways in the brain. 
We choose mania over boredom every time. “Humans have never opted for slower,” 
points out the historian Stephen Kern. We catch the fever –and cramming our life 
feels good.  

There are definite ways to save time, but what does this concept really mean? Does 
time saving mean getting more done? If so, does talking on a cellular phone at the 
beach save time or waste it? Does it make sense to say that driving saves ten minutes 
from your travel budget while removing ten minutes from your reading budget?  

These questions have no answers. They depend on a concept that is ill formed; the 
very idea of time saving. Some of us say we want to save time when we really want 
to do more and faster. It might be simpler to recognize that there is time and we 
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make choices about how to spend it, how to spare it, how to use it and how to fill it. 
Time is not a thing we have lost. It is not a thing we ever had. It is what we live in.  

1.1 Answer the following questions by selecting the most appropriate options from 
the ones given below : 

1. Why was Sophocles’ view outdated?    (1) 

2. What do Electronic poll devices, instant services, fast food restaurants 
signify?   (1) 

3. According to the author why do we wish to save time? (1) 

4. How has the concept of ‘time’ changed? (1) 

5. Find a word in the passage that means the same as ‘filled to capacity’  (1) 

6. What does the author mean by the word ‘cramming’ and ‘scurrying’?   (2) 

7. What does the passage teach us? (1) 

2. Read the following poem carefully :  (7) 

THESE DREAMS  

These dreams  

Obstinate offspring of my wayward mind  

Keep running out of my home  

All too often. 

Somewhat humiliated  

Somewhat hurt  

Somewhat angry  

At times they even rush out barefoot.  

It is difficult to pacify these stubborn kids or humour them  

For theirs is a search for eternal spring  

They wish to seek out the stars and talk to them  

I am a tired traveller  

And have not the will  

To chase them anymore. 

I have come to terms  

With my wilderness but I do fear for  

Those naïve ones  

Come evening and they may seek solace  

If they come to you even as you sleep  

Do not push them away, tenderly hold them  

In your lap like their fond mother  

2.1 Complete the following statements based on your reading of the poem above. 
Write the answers against the correct blank number in your answer sheet. 

1. Why does the poet feel that he cannot control his dreams?    (1) 

2. How does the poet describe his mind? (1) 
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3. Why does the poet refers to some of his dreams as being naïve?    (1) 

4. How has the poet’s life been? (1) 

5. What is the message of the poem? (1) 

6. Find a word in the poem that means the same as ‘obstinate’ and 
‘comfort’.    (2) 

SECTION – B : (WRITING – 20 MARKS) 

3. Your school is planning to organise a grand function on the National Girl Child Day. 
Draft a notice in about 50 words informing the students about the function. Invent all 
other necessary details. You are Ram/Rosita, Cultural Secretary.  (3) 

4. Given below is a profile of Ms. Monika Das. Write a short sketch of her, in about 100 
words with the help of clues given below :                     (5) 

Birth : Delhi, affluent family 

Age, etc : 35, beautiful, smart, agile 

Family : married, husband is a Director in a company, one school 
going daughter, joint family 

Likes and Dislikes : keen reader of religious texts, discharges duties sincerely 
towards her family, caring towards all family members, 
devoted to her family, loves to watch movies 

Hobbies  : Teaching under-privileged students and gardening 

5. Your batch was the first to appear for the revamped examination system for Classes 
IX and X. Taking help from the verbal stimulus given below, write an e-mail 
expressing your opinion and experiences in about 150 words.  (6)  

STUDENTS’ REACTION: Grades eliminate competition  

No board examinations! No stress Board Examinations are history CCE has made 

learning very interesting Exams are essential to review learning and progress. Now 

we can participate in many activities and the formative assessment encourages 

creativity  

6. Sugandh was returning home after her tuition class. It was late and her friend, 
Avantika, who walked home with her, had left early. As she walked along the road, 
Sugandh saw Avantika being stalked by two men. She rushed to her rescue to make 
her feel comfortable. As Sugandh write an article on, how to make the society safe 
for women, for the local newsletter in not more than 150 words. (6) 
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SECTION – C : (GRAMMAR –15 MARKS) 

7. Edit the Notice given below by choosing the appropriate options from the list given. 
Write the correct answer in the answer sheet against the correct blank number.  (3)  

Eg : i) is being organised ii) has organized 

iii) is organising iv) have been organized 

a) i) would be played ii) are played  

iii) will be played iv) will play 

b) i) are requested ii) were requested  

iii) are being requested iv) have been requested  

c) i) witnessing  ii) witness  

iii) to witness   iv) are witnessed  

8. Choose the most appropriate options to complete the dialogue given below. Write 
the correct answer in the answer sheet against the correct blank number.  (3)  

Nandini : Hello Niharika!  

Niharika : Hi, What a pleasant surprise!  

Nandini : It’s been a long time since we met. Where (e.g.) --- have you been  
___________ all these years?  

Niharika : In Delhi. How about you? What (a) ---------------------------- nowadays?  

Nandini : I’m a fashion designer looking for a job. Last time we met you were 
still studying. (b) ___________ business management? 

Niharika  : In 2001. Actually I’m here for an interview with a multinational.  

Nandini : That’s a wonderful piece of news! When (c) ___________? 

Niharika : I have to report at 5pm today. The office is in Sardar Patel Marg. Can 
you drop me there?  

St John's School, Lucknow 
                                                                    

NOTICE 

15th March 2008                 Inter School Football Match  

An Inter-School Football Match (e.g.) – is being organised between our school 

and City Montessori School. The match (a) ------------------- on the 18th March 

2008 in our school grounds from 5 p.m. onwards. Students (b) ---------------- to 

assemble in the school grounds (c) -------------- the match and cheer the team.  

Saurav 
Sports Captain  
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Nandini : Of course! Look there is plenty of time before that. Let’s treat 
ourselves to coffee.  

Eg : i) had you been ii) were you 

iii) are you  iv) have you been  

a) i) are you doing ii) will you be doing 

iii) have you been doing iv) had you been doing  

b) i) Are you doing  ii) When did you finish  

iii) How did you finish iv) Have you finished  

c) i) did you report?  ii) would you come? 

iii) do you have to report? iv) do you have to come?  

9. The following paragraph has not been edited. There is one error in lines.  Write the 
incorrect word along with the correct word in your answer sheet. The first one has 
been done as an example.     (3) 

Incorrect Word Correct Word 

E.g. Three men was once going on                          was                   were 

a) a long journey. As luck will have it            a) ________   _______           

b) they come across a bag full of                   b) ________   _______ 

c) gold pieces. They were beside                    c) ________   _______ 

d) themselves with joyful and decided         d)   ________   _______ 

e) to divide the money equal. But the          e) ________   _______ 

f) long and tiring journey has made      f) ________   _______ 

them hungry.  

10. Read the news items given below. Use the information in the headlines to complete 
the sentences. Write the answers in your answer sheet against the correct blank 
number. Do not copy the whole sentences.      (3)  

e.g.) Fire in Bangalore high rise, no casualties 

A fire  had broken out  on the terrace of a five-storey Gold Towers in Residence 
Road in the heart of Bangalore, a police official said. No casualties have been 
reported so far.  

a) Sania, Shoaib exchange wedding vows in Hyderabad 

Indian tennis star, Sania Mirza ....................................................... at a hotel here 
on Monday after getting a no-objection certificate from the city police. 

b) Obama asks Pakistan to bring 26/11 perpetrators to justice 

US President Barack Obama asked Pakistani Prime Minister Yusouf Raza Gilani 
.................................................., saying that this action would be a positive thing 
in improving Indo-Pak ties.  
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c) Attack of check posts by militants in NW Pakistan : 

35 militants and 2 soldiers were killed fighting militants armed with rockets and 
automatic weapons  . ................... in northwestern Pakistan. ...................,  
officials said. 

11. Rearrange the following words and phrases to make meaningful sentences.    (1×3=3) 

(eg) stories / loved / my grandfather / telling / me 

(eg) My grandfather loved telling me stories 

a)       used / celebrated / his birthday / differently / to be 

b)       distribute sweets / instead of / they / cutting a cake / used to 

c)       blow out / but / used to / they / we / candles / light a lamp 

SECTION – D : Literature – 20 Marks 

12. Read the extract and answer the following questions :  (3×3=9) 

a) Now the nightingale, inspired 

Flushed with confidence, and fired  

With both art and adoration,  

Sang - and was a huge sensation. 

i) What inspired the nightingale to sing? 

ii) Explain ' fired with both art and adoration'  

iii) The poetic device used in the above lines is _________. 

b) She'll come fast enough after her share of what grandfather's left. You know 
how hard she can be when she likes. Where she gets it from I can't tell.  

i)         Who speaks these words and about whom?  

ii) The speaker implies that ‘she’ is __________ 

iii) The literary device used in the above lines is ___________ 

c) ‘Ms. Mebbin had a protective elder sister like attitude towards money.’ 

i) Who was Ms. Mebbin? 

ii) How did she adopt an elder sister like attitude? 

iii) How did she prove in the end that she was a money-minded lady? 

13. Answer any two of the following questions in30-40 words each.  (2×3=6)  

a) Although Nicola and Jacopo are young boys, the author refers to them as 
‘gentlemen’. Why does he do so?  

b) How did the Frog scheme to break the nightingale’s spirit and destroy her?  

c) The poet says that neither forces of nature nor wars can destroy his poetry. 
What quality of the poet is revealed through these lines?  

d) In what way is the play The Dear Departed a satirical comment on the nature of 
human beings?  
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14. Answer any one of the following in about 150 words :    (5) 

Miss Mebbin shifts into her week-end cottage near Darking. She writes to her friend 
telling her how she came to acquire the cottage. As Miss Mebbin write the letter.  

OR 

Victoria in The Dear Departed is very upset by the behaviour of her parents. She 
expresses her feelings in a diary entry. As Victoria write a diary entry.  

Long Reading Text – 10 Marks 

15. What role does the diary play in Anne’s life?    (5) 

16. In Anne’s eyes, Mr. Frank is one of the kindest, smartest, most gentle and thoughtful 
father imaginable. Justify. (5) 

*************** 




