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SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT-II, 2014

ENGLISH COMMUNICATIVE 
Time : 3 hrs. Class X M.M. : 100

Date – 13.03.2014 

Instructions : 

• The question paper is divided into four sections. 

• Section A : Reading 15 marks 

• Section B : Writing 20 marks 

• Section C : Grammar 15 marks 

• Section D : Literature 30 marks 

SECTION – A (Reading Skill : 15 marks)

Q.1 Read the following passage carefully : [8]

Man is a singular creature. He has a set of gifts which make him unique among the 

animals so that, unlike them, he is not a figure in the landscape; he is a shaper of 

the landscape. In body and in mind he is the explorer of nature, the ubiquitous 

animal who did not find but has made his home in every continent. 

Man is distinguished from other animals by his imaginative gifts. He makes plans, 

inventions, new discoveries, by putting different talents together; and his 

discoveries become more subtle and penetrating, as he learns to combine his talents 

in more complex and intimate ways. So the great discoveries of different ages and 

different cultures, in technique, in science, in the arts, express in their progression a 

richer and more intricate conjunction of human faculties, an ascending trellis of his 

gifts. 

Of course, it is tempting – very tempting to a scientist – to hope that the most 

original achievements of the mind are also the most recent. And we do indeed have 

cause to be proud of some modern work. Think of the unravelling of the code of 

heredity in the DNA spiral; or the work going forward on the special faculties of 

the human brain. Think of the philosophic insight that saw into the Theory of 

Relativity or the minute behaviour of matter on the atomic scale. 

Yet to admire only our own successes, as if they had no past (and were sure of the 

future), would make a caricature of knowledge. For human achievement, and 

science in particular, is not a museum of finished constructions. It is a progress, in 

which the first experiments of the alchemists also have a formative place, and the 

sophisticated arithmetic that the Mayan astronomers of Central America invented 

for themselves independently of the Old World. The stonework of Machu Picchu 

in the Andes and the geometry of the Alhambra in Moorish Spain seem to us, five 

centuries later, exquisite work of decorative art. But if we stop our appreciation 

there, we miss the originality of the two cultures that made them. 

In every age there is a turning point, a new way of seeing and asserting the 
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coherence of the world. It is frozen in the statues of Easter Island that put a stop to 

time – and in the medieval clocks in Europe that once also seemed to say the last 

word about the heavens for ever. Each culture tries to fix its visionary moment, 

when it was transformed by a new conception either of nature or of man. But in 

retrospect, what commands our attention as much are the continuities – the 

thoughts that run or recur from one civilization to another. There is nothing in 

modern chemistry more unexpected than putting together alloys with new 

properties; that was discovered after the time of the birth of Christ in South 

America, and long before that in Asia. Splitting and fusing the atom both derive, 

conceptually, from a discovery made in prehistory that stone and all matter has a 

structure along which it can be split and put together in new arrangements. 

(A)  On the basis of your reading of the passage, answer the following 

questions briefly. 

(i) Why is man a singular creature? 

(ii) How is man distinguished from other animals? 

(iii) What does each culture try to do? 

(B)  Complete the following sentences 

(i) The originality of the two cultures are __________________ 

(ii) Man’s new discoveries become more subtle and penetrating as   

he________________________ 

(iii) A discovery made in prehistory that stone and all matter has a  

structure along which it can __________________ 

(C) Find words from the passage which mean the same. 

(i)  Unlike anything else 

(ii)  Considering the past 

Q.2 Read the given poem carefully: [7]

Silver 

Slowly, silently, now the moon 

Walks the night in her silver shoon 

This way, and that , she peers and sees 

Silver fruit upon silver trees; 

One by one the casements catch 

Her beams beneath the silver thatch; 

Couched in his kennel, like a log. 

From their shadowy cote the white breasts peep 

Of doves in a silver-feathered, sleep; 
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A harvest mouse goes scampering by, 

With silver claws, and silver eye; 

And moveless fish in the water gleam 

By silver reeds in a silver stream. 

Complete the following statements by choosing the most appropriate option 

from the ones given against each: 

(a) The poet draws the picture of __________ 

(i) a silver fruit upon silver trees 

(ii) a calm and peaceful landscape on a moonlit night 

 (iii) a dog with silver paws. 

(iv) a scampering harvest mouse. 

(b) The creature is awake while all others are sleeping __________ 

(i)  a dog   (ii)  doves 

(iii)  harvest mouse (iv)  moveless fish 

(c)  The moon peers at the __________. 

(i) silver-feathered doves (ii) silver fruit 

(iii) sleeping dog  (iv) scampering mouse 

(f) In spite of stillness, there is only one sound _________ 

(i) the noise of scampering harvest mouse. 

(ii) the noise of barking dog 

(iii) the noise of moving fish 

(iv) the noise of the doves. 

(e) The dog sleeps “like a log” means it __________ 

(i) sleeps on a piece of wood 

(ii) wakes up occasionally 

(iii) sleeps soundly 

(iv) sleeps in the kennel 

(f) The poet describes the moon walking with__________ 

(i) her silver beams 

(ii) her silver feathered 
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(iii) her silver shoes 

(iv) silver eye. 

(g)  The word ‘casement’ means _________ 

(i) window  (ii) kennel  (iii) cote  (iv) thatch 

SECTION – B (Writing – 20 marks)

Q.3 You are Aman, Sports Captain of the Sports Club of Bal Bharti Public School. 

Draft a notice for the school notice board inviting the students to participate in the 

Table Tennis Competition to be held in the school in not more than 50 words. 

[3]

Q.4 122
nd

birth anniversary of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar was observed on 14th April 2013. 

Draft a report in about 50-60 words for a local newspaper. 
[3]

Q.5 Given below is a profile of the visiting doctor of your school. Write a short 

bio-sketch on Dr. Anish Trivedi. Take the help of clues given below : 

• Age : 35 years 

• Height/Weight : Medium height, slim, fair 

• Education : M.D. (Medicine) - Diploma in Child Health 

• Experience : Working at Aditya Birla Hospital 

• Timings : Visits school on Mondays and Wednesdays 11:00 a.m to 2:00p.m. 

• Qualities : Soft spoken, gives small tokens to kids 

[4]

Q.6 You have observed that the animals are kept hungry for many days when 

transported from one place to another by trains or trucks. They are treated brutally 

in the journey. Write a letter to the Director, Wild Life Department, New Delhi, 

drawing his attention to the cruelty to animals and requesting him to issue the 

guidelines in this matter. (120 – 150 words) 

[5]

Q.7 Write an article for the school magazine on ‘Tourism and Environmental 

Degradation’ with the help of the unit on ‘Travel and Tourism’ in about 120 words.
[5]

SECTION – C (Grammar : 15 marks)

Q.8 Read the following passage. Fill in the blanks by choosing the most 

appropriate options from the ones given below. Write the answers in your 

answer sheet against the correct blank numbers. Do not copy the whole 

passage. 

[3]

Children are always found (a) __________ be full of creativity (b) __________ 

ideas. They just need a platform (c) __________ exposure . 

(a)  (i) to   (ii) into   (iii) for   (iv) from 

(b)  (i) but    (ii) and   (iii) because   (iv) else 

(c)  (i) for   (ii) of    (iii) from   (iv) about 

Q.9 Read the following headlines and complete the news items by choosing the 

most appropriate option from those given. 

[3]
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(a) CAROLINE IS AMBASSADOR TO JAPAN 

US President Barack Obama ________ Caroline Kennedy as his next envoy 

to Japan. 

(i)  nominated   (ii)  has nominated 

(iii)  will nominate  (iv)  shall nominate 

(b)  JENNITHA IS CHESS CHAMPION FOR DISABLED 

India’s K. Jennitha Ante ________ the new World Chess Champion for 

Disabled. 

(i)  has become   (ii)  has became 

(iii)  had become   (iv)  will become 

(c) AUSTEN ADDS VALUE TO €10 

Renowned British novelist Jane Austen ________ confirmed as the new 

face of the €10 note from 2017. 

(i) is   (ii) has  (iii) was  (iv) has been 

Q.10 Look at the words/phrases given below. Rearrange them to form meaningful 

sentences as given in the example. 

[3]

Example : not/born/teachers/are/made 

Teachers are born not made. 

(a) performer/influence/a teacher/endless/is/is a/whose 

(b) effective/best way/ensure/is the/planning/teaching/to 

(c) you/plan to/plan/if/fail to/you/fail 

Q.11 The following paragraph has not been edited. One word has been omitted in 

each line. Write the omitted word along with the word that comes before and 

the word which comes after against the blank number as shown in the 

example. 

Three candidates leading e.g candidates were leading 

the race for the post (a) __________ 

President in JMU students (b) __________ 

elections, according the last count (c) __________ 

[3]

Q.12 Read the conversation given below and complete the passage that follows: 

Praveen : Where are the papers hidden ? 

Brother : Why don’t you look in the red room first ? 

Praveen : Why didn’t I think of it ? 

Praveen asked his brother (a) __________. His brother in turn asked him (b) 

__________. Praveen then thought (c) __________. 

[3]
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SECTION – D (Literature : 30 marks)

Q.13 a) Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow

“My name is Ozymandias, king of kings : 

Look upon my works, ye mighty and despair!” 

(a) Where are these words written? 

(b) Who was Ozymandias? 

(c) Why should the “Mighty” despair after looking at Ozymandias works ? 

[3]

b) Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow

‘Please go back where you were standing I’ll come to you in a short while 

and do the necessary.’ 

(a) Who is the speaker and who is he talking to ? 

(b) When are these lines spoken ? 

(c) What does doing the necessary mean ? 

[3]

c) Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow 

Caesar should be a beast without a heart, 

If he should stay at home to-day for fear. 

(i) Why does Caesar say this ? 

(ii) Why was it necessary to go ? 

(iii) What is does this tell you about Caesar? 

[3]

Answer any TWO of the following in about 30 - 40 words. 

Q.14 (i) How did the snake get its colour ? [3]

(ii) How did Mr. Pakrashi help him overcome his dejection ? [3]

(iii) In scene 2, how does the crowd react to Brutus’s speech at the funeral ? [3]

Q.15 Patol Babu was initially disappointed but gradually he was satisfied with what was 

offered to him. Write a paragraph on the same – “Take challenges in your Stride”. 
(5)

Attempt either Part A or Part B 

Part A 

Q.16 a) What gifts did Anne’s father receive on his birthday ? 

b) Write a character sketch of Mr. Van Daan. 

(5)

(5)

Part B 

a) Why was Hammond typewriter Helen’s choice ? Explain. 

b) Write a character sketch of Dr. Alexander Graham Bell. 

(5)

(5)




