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QUARTERLY EXAMINATION, 2013 –14 
SUBJECT: ENGLISH 

TIME : 3 hrs                           CLASS : XI                                                  M.M.-80 

This paper consists of three sections: 

 Section – A: Reading        (20 Marks) 

Section – B: Writing and Grammar     (30 Marks) 

Section—C: Literary Text Books and Long Reading Text     (30 Marks) 

SECTION—A: READING 
Q.1 Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow           (8 marks) 

1. Few animals are as useful or as unpopular as the goat. From ancient times, it has supplied people with 
milk and meat. Its skin has been made into leather and the wool of some breeds woven into soft, warm 
cloth. Goats are hardy creatures, and can live on the green remains of thorny bush or a poor grassland. 
Nevertheless, they have always had a bad reputation. Perhaps this is because the Billy goats (males) 
often have a bad temper and a strong, unpleasant smell. Goats also do serious damage to young trees 
and other plants, and can quickly reduce lush grazing land to barren wasteland. 

2.For its size, the goat provides man with more useful things than almost any other animal, yet it often 
does not receive the food and care given to other animals. The goat will try to eat anything and will put 
up with the most uncomfortable surroundings. But if it is well fed and carefully housed, the goat will 
produce much better milk, flesh and wool. 

3.The goat is very closely related to then sheep. In fact, it looks very much like a sheep except from 
three things. It has a shorter tail which turns up instead of hanging down. Goats (both males and 
females) have beards and backward slanting horns, whereas male sheep (rams) have curly horns. Goats 
have a hairy coat while sheep have a wooly one. 

4.Goats can be divided into three groups—the Swiss goats, the eastern goats, and the wool goats. The 
Swiss goats, which are found all over Europe and have upright, pointed ears, produce a fine quality of 
milk. Goat’s milk is considered to be especially good for babies and invalids because it is  easier to 
digest than cow’s milk. It is also made into cheese and used in the manufacture of the famous Swiss 
chocolate. The eastern goats which have long, drooping ears, are raised both for mild and flesh. They 
are also valued for their short wool, which may be black, tan or white.  However, the best wool comes 
from two goats in the third group—the Angora and he Cashmere breeds. The Angora which came 
originally from near Ankara, the capital of Turkey, is now bred in Eastern Europe, southern Africa, 
Australia and the United States. The smaller Cashmere goat is difficult to raise outside its native home 
of Kashmir. Its soft under-hair has long been used to make the famous Cashmere shawls. 

      (a) On the basis of your reading of the above passage, make notes on it, using  
            recognizable abbreviations. Use a format you think is suitable.           (5) 
      (b) Make a summary of the above passage              (3) 
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Q.2 Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow.       (12 marks) 
1. The reformer must know that what moves people is the authentic life, not mere writing. The 
newspapers and journals that Lokmanya Tilak and Gandhiji ran, the books they wrote, sold little, but 
had enormous effect. Their writing was known to reflect, or be just an extension of, their exemplary 
lives. It was the authenticity of their lives which lent weight to their message, to their example. All 
knew that their lives were an integral whole-they were not moral in public life and lax in private, nor 
vice versa; they were not full of pious thought and sacred resolutions within the walls of a temple and 
cheats outside. 
2. A writer who is merely entertaining his readers, even one who is merely informing them, can do what 
he wants with the rest of his life. But the writer who sets out to use his pen to reform public life cannot 
afford such dualities. 
3. Here is the testimony of one great man—Gandhiji—about the influence of another, Lokmanya Tilak; 
“I believe that an editor who has anything worth saying and who commands a clientele  cannot be easily 
hushed. He has delivered his finished message as soon as he is put under duress. The Lokmanya spoke 
more eloquently from the Mandalay fortress than through the columns of the printed Kesari. His 
influence was multiplied thousand fold by his imprisonment and his speech and pen had acquired much 
greater power after he was discharged than before his imprisonment. By his death, he was editing his 
paper without pen and speech through the sacred resolution of the people to realize his life’s dream. He 
could not possibly have done more if he were today in the flesh preaching his views. Critics like me 
would perhaps be still finding fault with this expression of his or that. Today his message rules millions 
of hearts which are determined to raise permanent living memorial by the fulfillment of his ambition in 
their lives.” 

Q.2.1 Answer the following questions by choosing the correct option from those given below.      (6x1=6) 
(a) In the context of the passage, a reformer becomes effective if 

 (i)  He is a journalist with an objective view point 
(ii)  He is an author with an excellent style of writing 
(iii)  He is an effective political leader of the masses 

  (iv) He is a person with consistency in his style of writing 

(b) Lokmany Tilak’s messages were most effective; 
(i)  When he delivered them through his editorials 
(ii)  After his death 
(iii) Before his imprisonment 
(iv) When he became a reformer 

(c) Which of the following is the result of Lokmanya Tilak’s exemplary life? 
(i) The newspapers edited by him did not incur monetary loss 
(ii) The books written by him were useful 
(iii) People resolved to fulfil his life’s dreams 
(iv) He was put in jail in Mandalay 
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(d) Which of the following is the general tendency of critics according to this passage? 
(i)  To find fault with one or the other expression of a writer 
(ii)  To praise only those writers whom they know 
(iii) To condemn one and all reformer writers 
(iv) To suggest new ides to the public 

(e) Which of the following types of writers can be moral in their personal life and lax   in public life? 
(i) Those who want to reform people 
(ii) Those who want to entertain people 
(iii) Those who have large number of followers 
(iv)Those who lead an authentic life 

(f) Which of the following is the meaning of the word ‘authentic’? 
(i)  Proper or right 
(ii)  Unauthorized or illegal 
(iii) The skill or ability to lead the public 
(iv) The ability to use words very effectively 

Q.2.2 Answer the following questions briefly.                               (6x1=6)  
1. Who are the two great men referred to in this passage? 
2. What kind of writers cannot afford dualities? 
3. What was the effect of Lokmanya Tilak’s imprisonment? 
 4. Find words in the passage that mean the same as: 

A. great ability in speaking (para 4) 
B. a thing built in memory of (para 4) 
C. worth an example (para 1) 

SECTION—B: WRTING AND GRAMMAR 
Q.3 You are Sumita/Rajan running a telephone booth in the Central Market, Bhopal. Give a suitable 

advertisement for a telephone operator in ‘Situation Vacant’ column of Bhopal Times, offering 
attractive remuneration.               [4]   

 Q.4 You are Anita/Gautam staying at the ‘Press Apartments’, Mayur Vihar, Delhi. There is no bus stop 
within a radius of 2 km from the apartments, causing a lot of inconvenience to the residents. Write a 
letter to the editor of the Times of India, in about 150 words, drawing attention of the government to 
this problem of the residents for rectification.                [6] 

Q.5 You are Arpita/Ashwin. You came across the following extract in a magazine article.      [10] 

     A recently released report cautions the world that if urgent action is not taken to fortify 
and supplement our food with proper exercise, we will become a nation of under-achievers.  It says 
we suffer from shocking vitamin and mineral deficiency. Our sedentary life also leads to obesity 
and diseases like diabetes, heart problems etc. 
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After reading this article, you realized that awareness has to be created among the people on the 
need for health care and the consequences of a sedentary life. Taking ideas given above along with 
your own ideas, write an article to the editor of a daily in 150—200 words.  

Q.6 Rearrange the jumbled words to form meaningful sentences. The first one has been done for you.  
Example: retailer/ice-cream/to tell/ the Swad / has a story     (1x3=3) 

 The Swad ice-cream retailer has a story to tell. 
(a) is a/ice-cream/that/tough business/selling/he feels 
(b) now a days/ in the market /there are just /selling/ too many brands/ ice-creams/of 
(c) there were/varieties/just two or three/different/a decade ago/to choose/from 

Q.7 The following passage has not been edited. There is one error in each line. Write the incorrect word 
and correction against the correct blank number in your answer sheet. The first one has been done for 

you as an example.                       (6X 3) 

X                              Incorrect word         Correct word 
The Taj Mahal was build by Shah Jahan                  build             built 
in memory of her wife. Construction began in   _________    __________ 
1632 and complete in 1653. The architect  _________    __________ 
was Isa Khan, who comes from Shiraz. The _________     __________ 
beauty of the marble dome and minarets are _________     __________ 
known throughout the world. All visitors impress _________    __________ 
by the dream-like beautiful of the Taj _________    __________ 

Q.8 In the passage given below, one word has been omitted in each line. Write the missing word along 
with the word that comes before and the word that comes after against the blank number.       [8x½=4] 
As always, government is trying                           a) ---------------------------------- 
to make situation look less grim.                          b) ---------------------------------- 
“We have requested centre financial                    c) ---------------------------------- 
help and stone will be left unturned                    d) ---------------------------------- 
to mitigate people’s problems”,                            e) ---------------------------------- 
says senior minister. Free                                       f) ----------------------------------- 
kitchens will be started in block                             g) ----------------------------------- 
in affected areas.                                                     h) -----------------------------------       
 

SECTION –C: LITERATURE AND LONG READING TEXTS 

Q.9 Read the below extract and answer the following MCQ’s                      (3x1=3) 
I descend to lave the droughts, atomies, dust-layers of the globe, 
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And all that in them without me were seeds only, latent, uborn; 
And forever, by day and night, I give back life to my own origin, 
And make pure and beautify it. 

  Answer the following questions by choosing the correct answer 

A. Who does ‘I’ here refer to? 
(i)  the poet 
(ii) the rain 
(iii) both the poet and the rain 

B. What does ‘I’ do day and night? 
(i) gives back life to the earth 
(ii) break the seeds 
(iii) kill the drought 

C. What is the origin of ‘I’? 
(i) land and sea 
(ii) heaven 
(iii) the surroundings 

Q.10 Answer the following questions in about 50-60 words                       (3x3=9) 
Q10.1 Mention three phases of the author’s relationship with his grandmother before he  
          left the  country to study abroad. 
Q10.2 How was the ship affected by the storm? What did the travelers do to save themselves? 
Q10.3 What were the peculiarities in uncle Khosrve’s behavior?  
Q11 Answer below question in 150—200 words                                       (6) 

Human values are most often sacrificed for material gains. Is it true in the in                          
 the context of “The Address” by Marga Minco? 
                                                      OR 
           As Khushwant singh’s grandmother, express your views on the education the boy  was  receiving in 

the city school. Compare the situation with education in the village.  

Q12     Answer the following questions in 150—200 words                                (6x2=12) 
Q12.1 What was the history behind the blood-stain as given by Mrs.Umney? What did  
            the Otis do to remove the blood-stain?   

Q12.2 Describe the miserable appearance of the ghost. What were the reasons that drove   
            him to that state?  

ASSESSMENT OF SPEAKING :          10 MARKS  
ASSESSMENT OF SPEAKING :           10 MARKS 




