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SECOND TERMINAL EXAMINATION, 2014

ENGLISH CORE 
Time : 3 hrs. Class XI M.M. : 80

Date – 22.2.2014 

General Instructions- 

1. This paper is divided into three sections : 

� Section A  Reading Comprehension  20 marks  

� Section B  Writing Skills & Grammar  30 marks 

� Section C  Literature & Long Reading texts 30 marks 

2. All the sections are compulsory. 

3. Separate instructions have been given for each section and each question. Follow these 

instructions carefully. 

4. Do not exceed the prescribed word limit. 

SECTION – A  (Reading Skill : 20 Marks) 

Q.1 Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow : 

1. The history of cell phones embarks from the 1920s - a period during which radios were 

emerging as effective communication devices. The very first usage of radio phones 

were in taxi/cars using two-way radio communication.  

2. The first official cell phone was used by the Swedish police in 1946. They made it 

functional by connecting a hand-held phone to the central telephone network. It was 

very similar to the two-way radio phone that was used in cars/taxis for portable 

communication.  

3. A communication architecture of Hexagonal Cells was created for cell phones by D. 

H. Ring, of Bell Labs, in 1947. He discovered cell towers which had the capability to 

not only transmit but to also receive the signals in three different directions. Before 

this discovery, the cell phones only worked in two directions and through an antenna.  

4. The electronic components used in cell phones of today were first developed in the 

1960s. During this time, the technology of cell phone was already available. The 

problem that persisted during that time was the user was restricted to 'cell areas'. Cell 

areas were base stations covering a small land area. If the cell phone user travelled 

beyond the boundaries of the cell area, the user wouldn't get signal.  

5. This limitation of distance was resolved by an engineer at Bell Labs. Amos Edward 

Joel discovered and developed what he termed as the handoff system. This kind of 

technology enabled to continue the call from one area to the next and the call would 

not get dropped. 

6. During this time, the technology for cell phones had been developed but it was only in 

1971 that there was a request for cellular service. AT&T submitted a request for a 

pubic cellular service to the FCC in 1982. The request was processed almost after a 

decade.  

7. Motorola DynaTAC 8000X was the first portable cell phone. The Federal 

Communications Commission approved it for public use after much deliberation and 

testing. Motorola DynaTAC, developed by Dr. Martin Cooper, took 15 years of 
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development before it was made available  to public. It weighed about 28 ounces. Its 

dimensions were 13 x 1.75 x 3.5 inches. Cell phones became popular during the 1983 

to 1989 period. The innovations in communication technology include the ability of 

cell phones to handle calls from one area to another area way beyond the venue of the 

call. In the 1980s, a lot of cell phones were not designed to be hand-held. Formally, 

"car phone" were installed in cars and this had high demand in the market. The earliest 

models of the first generation cell phones were shaped like tote bags. These were 

hooked up to the battery of the car. Other models came in the form of briefcases. This 

was for large batteries that were needed to make emergency calls.  

8. During the 1990s, the technology on which the cell phones worked was called 2G or 

second generation. These had a faster network and decreased chances of calls being 

dropped. These were smaller and weighed around 100 to 200 grams. The hand-held 

sets were portable. The advancements happened in cell phones, their batteries, 

computer chips, etc. Due to these improvements, the customer base expanded rapidly.  

9. Today we use the third generation phones. These 3G cell phones have set standards 

which the network providers need to follow. The users can message other users via 

SMS, send emails and access the Internet, stream live videos/radio, and use the Wi-Fi. 

1.1 On the basis of your reading of the passage make notes on it in points only, 

using abbreviations wherever necessary. Supply a suitable title. 

(5)

1.2 Write a summary of the passage in 80 words. (3)

Q.2 Read the following passage carefully : 

1. We wish to offer today our thanks to the men and women of all races who 

have striven for India's freedom, the scholars of Europe who restored to us our 

pride and ancient culture, to the antiquarians and the archaeologists who 

discovered for us our own ruined cities, to the missionaries of all countries 

who chose the life of poverty in villages and served the poor and the desolate. 

To all we owe thanks.  

2. Today, I remember those abroad who were the pioneers of our dream of 

freedom, men who are exiles if they are alive, forgotten if they are dead, who 

never sought nor received recognition nor reward, only privation, persecution 

and death. But, all these today are immortal in our minds  

3. The battle of freedom is over. The struggle for peace begins. And my country, 

my India, that has never excluded friend or foe from her hospitality, my India 

that has taken knowledge from all over the world, that has offered knowledge 

and wisdom to the world, once more will she stand in the forefront of the 

world civilization, once more will she bring the message of peace, once more 

will she carry her lamp into the darkness of strife and hatred; and the nations 

of the world who are free nations of the world who are not free, we pledge 

you our comradeship, our understanding, our love. Let us move together 

towards the great world fellowship of which we dream. Let us work together 

for the peace that will never be ended. Let us work for justice, for equity, for 

human rights but not privileges, for human duties but not prerogatives, let us 

be fellow citizens of a great free world of which our ancestors dreamed and 
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for which we have striven. And which country but India can take the lead in 

restoring the world to its pristine glory? We who have been the dreamers of 

dreams, the seers of visions, the creators of wisdom, the followers of 

renunciation, we, who have given the heroes of the independence struggle for 

India. We have run through, the whole gamut of the world's adventures, of the 

world's emotions: We are the wise. We are reborn today of the crucible of 

your sufferings.  

4. Nations of the world, I greet you in the name of India, my mother, my mother 

whose home has a roof of snow, whose walls are of living seas, whose doors 

are always open to you. Do you seek peace or wisdom, do you seek love and 

understanding, come to us. Come to us in faith, come to us in hope, come to 

us believing that all gifts are ours to give. Today, in the name of India, I give 

for the whole world the freedom of this India that had never died in the past, 

that shall be indestructible in the future, and shall lead the world to ultimate 

peace.                    - Sarojini Naidu  

2.1 On the basis of your reading of the passage, answer the following questions 

by choosing the best of the given choices. 

(6)

a) Who are the foreigners whom Sarojini Naidu thanks on the day of India’s 

independence? 

i) Political leaders, missionaries, soldiers 

ii) Scholars, generals, architects and builders. 

iii) Antiquarians, archaeologists, scholars, missionaries. 

iv) All the above 

b) Why are some exiled men immortal in our hearts? 

i) Because they are dead and forgotten. 

ii) Because they were the pioneers of our freedom. 

iii) Because they did not return home. 

iv) All the above 

c) Which of these did Sarojini Naidu not ask for? 

i) Working together for peace 

ii) To be fellow citizens of a great free world 

iii) for privileges and prerogatives 

iv) To work for justice and equity 

d) What did she mean when she said whose walls are of living seas? 

i) India abounds in marine wealth. 

ii) India is surrounded by oceans. 

iii) The population of India is very big. 

iv) The people feel joy after dipping in the sea. 

e) Which word is the synonym of the word ‘pristine’ as used in para 3? 

i) Pure ii) Sullied iii) Squalid iv) Tarnished 
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f) Which word is the antonym of ‘strife’ as used in para 3? 

i) Harmony  ii) Discord  

iii) Altercation  iv) Upheaval 

2.2 Answer these questions briefly. (6)

a) How will India carry on the struggle for peace? 

b) In what way is India ideally suited to be a leader of the world in restoring  peace? 

c) How does Sarojini Naidu describe India as our mother? 

d) To whom do we owe our thanks for freedom? 

e) Which word in para 3 means the same as ‘unspoilt’. 

f) Which word in para 4 is the opposite of ‘folly’? 

SECTION – B  (Writing Skills & Grammar - 30 Marks) 

Q.3 Your school has organized a five-day trekking, mountain climbing and rappelling 

camp at Rishikesh for the students of class XI and XII during the Dussehra 

vacations. As the president of Adventure Club, draft a notice to be put up on the 

student’s notice board, telling the students about the trip and inviting them to join 

it. Do not exceed 50 words. 

(4)

Q.4 You are Gaurav / Gauri Bhasin residing at 21B, phase III MIG flats, Ashok Vihar, 

Delhi-52. Apply for the job advertised below and attach a detailed resume with 

your application. 

(6)

A well known public limited company requires a web designer immediately. The 

applicant should be graduate with two-three years of experience in 

conceptualizing, visualising, designing and animation for websites. Apply 

immediately to ABC consultants, box 45731, The Hindustan Times, Delhi. 

Q.5 To promote healthy eating habits amongst school children, Vaibhav School, 

Hastinapur, recently organized a ‘Nutritious Food and Snacks Competition’. The 

competition was open to both parents and students. The participation was very 

encouraging. The famous nutrition expert, Dr. Shikha Sharma was the Chief 

Guest. As Archana Anjum, the local student reporter for the Young India 

newspaper, Write a newspaper report about this event in 150-200 words. Do not 

forget to give your report a catchy heading. 

(10)

Q.6 Correct the following sentences. (3)

a) The police are looking for a thief he stole a watch. 

b) The examination had started because I reached the hall. 

c) You should take rest unless you are tired. 

Q.7 In the following passage, one word has been omitted in each line. Write the 

missing word along with the word that comes before and the word that comes 

after it. 

(3)

We thank our elders for our comfort. a)______   

They bear hardships so that we not suffer. b)______   

We not be ungrateful to our friend either. c)______   

They be miles apart now, but they are d)______   
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close to our hearts. We not sing songs in e)______   

their praise, but we be a bit considerate f)______   

towards the elders. 

Q.8 Look at the following sentences given in a disorderly form. Rearrange them 

to form meaningful sentences. 

(4)

a) did / come / he / yesterday / here / not 

b) I / advice / parent’s / I / listened / my / had / to / wish 

c) he / message / I / if / your / give / him / comes / will 

d) wife / room / he / up / entered / stood / his / the / whenever 

SECTION – C (Literature & Long Reading Text : 30 Marks) 

Q.9 Read the lines given below and answer the questions that follow : (3)

The seed I spent or sown it where 

The land is his and none of mine? 

We speak like strangers, there is no sign 

of understanding in the air. 

This child is built to my design 

Yet what he loves I cannot share. 

a) Who is the speaker? 

b) What is lacking between the two? 

c) Why the speaker can’t share anything what listener love? 

Q.10 Answer the following questions briefly. (3×3=9)

a) During Einstein’s school days, the only silver lining in the dark clouds was 

Yuri. Why? 

b) Why does Taplow feel that Mr. Harris has no feelings? 

c) What was the change that came over the Pearson family in the end? 

Q.11 “The earth’s vital signs reveal a patient in declining health”. What remedies 

would you suggest for the ailing planet? Answer in about 120-150 words. 

(6)

Q.12 Why did Mr. Otis offer to give the jewels back to lord Canterville? What was 

his reaction? (150 words) 

(6)

Q.13 Write a brief character sketch of Virginia. How does she play a crucial role in 

the story, ‘The Canterville Ghost’? (150 words) 

(6)

Assessment of Speaking and Listening Skills. (20)




