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SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT-I, 2013 – 14
SUBJECT: ENGLISH

TIME : 3hrs                CLASS : VIII                                     M.M.- 60

SECTION A-READING (12marks)
A.1.Read the given passage carefully:                [1x4=4]

Because goldfish can be kept easily in small ponds and aquariums , they make good pets, but like 
many other pets, they must have proper care and the right kind of place to live. A two-inch fish requires a 
minimum of two gallons of water containing sufficient oxygen to support life. Some Oxygen will make its 
way into the water of an aquarium from the air that touches the surface. Plants in an aquarium also help to 
furnish oxygen. Snails help to keep an aquarium clean. Thus, with plenty of plants and snails the water in
an aquarium does not have to be changed frequently.
     It is important that goldfish should not be overfed. They can be fed such things as dried insects in 
addition to commercially prepared goldfish food, but they should never be fed more than once a day .This 
ensures prolonged life.

    Write the option that you consider the most appropriate in your answer sheet:

A.1. (i) Which of the following statements is true ?

                   (a) Goldfish should be given food only once a day.

          (b) Snails eat up the goldfish in an aquarium. 

          (c) Plants provide food to the snails.

A.1.(ii) Which of the following helps supply goldfish with oxygen?
        (a) snail   (b) plants            (c) dried insects

A.1.(iii) What is important to remember when feeding goldfish ?

       (a) They should be fed more than once a day.

       (b) They should be fed with plnts and insects.

       (c) They should be fed only once a day.

A.1. (iv) Pick out the word that is opposite in meaning of the word given: FREQUENTLY

         (a) often         (b) rarely (c) slowly
A.2. Read the given passage carefully:                                                  [1x4=4]

        A Japanese professor has produced evidence to show that computer games can have a bad effect on 
children .Parents are worried in case the violence of many of the games will cause their children to become 
more aggressive and violent themselves. The other worry is that video games will prevent their children 
from developing their creativity. Professor Kawashima of Tohuko University conducted a research that 
showed that computer games may stunt the development of children’s brain. He further stated that playing 
computer games stimulates activity in only one part of the players’ brain, the part associated with vision
and movement. The frontal lobes of their brain, associated with learning, memory,emotion and self-control 
are underdeveloped.                                                                                 

Read the questions given below and write the option you consider the most appropriate in your 
     answer sheet.

A.2.(i) Evidence shows that the impact of computer games can be:
        (a) harmful         (b) good         (c) excellent
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A.2.(ii) Computer games stimulate:
   (a) all branches of the brain
  (b) only the part associated with vision and movement.

    (c) nothing

A.2.(iii) The frontal lobes of the brain are associated with:
     (a) vision and movement.
      (b) learning, memory, emotion and self-control

(c) hearing

A.2.(iv) The term ‘aggressive’ means:
        (a) calm and composed (b) ready to attack and cause harm

(c) self-disciplined

A.3. Read the given passage carefully, and answer the questions that follow:

       “Who among you will take up the duty of feeding the hungry?” Lord Buddha asked his followers 

          when famine raged at Shravati.

          Ratnakar, the banker, hung his head and said, “Much more is needed than all my wealth to feed the 

          hungry.”

Jaysen, the chief of the King’s army, said, “I would gladly give my life blood, but there is not enough 

         food in my house.”

      Dharmapal, who owned broad acres of land , said with a sigh, “The drought demon has sucked my 

          fields dry. I know not how to pay the King’s dues,”

      Then rose Supriya, the poor mendicant’s daughter. She bowed to all and meekly 

said, I will feed the hungry.”

      “How?” they cried in surprise. “How can you hope to fulfill that vow?”

      “I am the poorest of you all,” said Supriya, “and that is my strength. I have my coffer and my store at 

           each of your houses.” 

A.3.1.Fill` in the blanks:
                                               [1x4=4]

         (a)…………………….was the first to reply. His profession was…………….

         (b)The next reply came from………………….. He was………………….

         (c)……………….was the next one to answer. He owned………………

         (d)The last one to answer was ………….She was the daughter of a……….....   

                   SECTION B-WRITING                                      (12marks)

B.1. You are Sandeep Goyal .Write an application to your principal asking for character certificate.      [2]

B.2. Write a letter to your friend inviting him/her to your birthday party.           
                                [3]

B.3.  You are Mahesh Roy, Head Boy of your school. Write a notice in not more than 50 words
informing the students about the forthcoming historical tour to Udaipur. Give all the necessary details 
regarding the cost and duration.                                                                                                               [3]
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B.4. Write a paragraph on the importance of sports in a student’s life. Use the inputs given below.        [4]
*sports- a necessary part of student- life

*play for physical fitness

*need not be competitive

*constructive time spent

*teaches sportsmanship, teamwork, discipline, determination

*overall personality development

                SECTION –C GRAMMAR                             (13marks)

C.1.Fill in the blanks using the correct degree of adjective given in brackets:                         [4x¼=1]

      (a) Some girls in the class are …………….than Radha.             (slim)

      (b) I don’t like this dress as it is not as ……………as I thought.   (lovely)

      (c)I have two sons, the younger one is an MBA and the …………..is a doctor. (old)

    (d) I got the ……………..seat in the theatre.                           (comfortable)

C.2.Complete the following sentences choosing from the given options:                                  [4x ¼=1]

      (a) Do you have ………… food left? 
       (i) any             (ii) many (iii) some

      (b) I have two pens , one is black and the………….is blue.
(i)second (ii) one (iii) other

      (c) …………….children are well mannered.
(i) this (ii) one (iii) My

      (d) Here is …………….pen that you have been looking for.
(i) a (ii) the (iii) an

C.3. Fill in the blanks choosing the appropriate modals:                                                             [4x¼=1]

      (a) Piyush ……….run ten kilometers without pausing.
(i) may (ii) can (iii) could

      (b) How …………you defy the orders of your boss?
(i) dare (ii) need (iii) should

      (c) …………..you do me a favour?
(i) shall (ii) may (iii) will

      (d) We ---------------------- show respect to our elders.
   (i) ought to        (ii) used to       (iii) need      

C.4. Fill in the blanks choosing the correct words from the brackets:                                  [4x¼=1]
       (a) You can succeed only if you ……………..yourself to your circumstances. (adopt / adapt)

       (b) I was impressed by her ………………simplicity. (Childish / childlike)

       (c) Many students get less marks in exams because their writing is……………(illegible/eligible)

       (d) We enjoyed our trip to the ……………buildings of the city.  (historical / historic)
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C.5. Match the words given in column ‘A’ with their synonyms in column ‘B’.          [4x¼=1]

   column ‘A’ column ‘B’

(i)  Cordial                                    (a) industrious

(ii) diligent                                             (b) obstinate

(iii) lively   (c) friendly

(iv) stubborn   (d) active
C.6. Pick out the clauses in the following sentences and say what kind of clause each is:          [2x½=1]

    (a) He will come when he gets time.
     (b) She forgot the place where she had parked her car.

C.7. Rearrange the following words and phrases to form meaningful sentences. The first one has 
         been done for you as an example.    [4x½=2]

          Was / about twenty / childhood / delight / years ago.
  Childhood was a delight about twenty years ago.

(a) the leisure hours/ of a child/ of the TV/ today/ are spent/ in front

(b) of most/ now-a-days /the attitude /parents is/ different

(c) work and play/ different things/ they see/ as/ two

(d) playing/ feel/ is a/ waste of/ they/ time/ that

C.8. The following passage has not been edited. There is one error in each line. Write the incorrect 
word and the correction in your answer sheet against the correct blank number. The first one has 
been done for you.              [8x¼=2]

              INCORRECT           CORRECT
   Chocolates lifts up your mood              eg.   Lifts          Lift
(a) When you eat an chocolate , a       ……………     ..…….……

(b) chemical called serotonin was released       …………….      ……..…….

(c) in the brain making you felt good.       …………….     ……………

(d) According with research, chocolates may   …………….     ………....…

(e) also be effective in relieve continuous        …………….      ………....…        

(f) cough because it sooth the throat      …………….      ………....…

(g) Chocolate, however could damage the teeth  ………….      ……………

(h) because of the sugars content.          …………..      …………

C.9. Fill in the blanks by choosing the correct verb forms from the options given below: [6x ½ =3]
     (a) They……………for five hours.                                          

(i) were studying       (ii)studied          (iii) have been studying

     (b) I …………..to school on foot every day.
   (i) go (ii) goes (iii) went       

     (c) Neither you nor your friends…………..passed the exams.
   (i) has (ii) have (iii) did
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     (d) Each of you ………….selected for the tournament.
        (i) is (ii) are (iii) have

     (e) …………….is my favourite pastime.
   (i) To garden (ii) Having garden (iii) Gardening

     (f) The examiner ordered the students…………….quiet.
             (i) to keep (ii) keeping            (iii) kept

    
SECTION-D  LITERATURE                                                (13marks)

D.1. Read the given extract and answer the following questions by choosing the correct options.
                                                                                           [4x½=2]

     “We have to use a spell to make them balance:
      Stay where you are until our backs are turned!

        We wear our fingers rough with handling them.
        Oh, just another kind of out-door game”
(a) Who are ‘We’ in these lines?

      (i) the poet and his neighbour       (ii) the poet and his wife (iii) the poet and his father

(b) What does the word ‘ them’ refer to?

      (i)trees     (ii)pillars             (iii) boulders

(c) What do they use to make them balance?

      (i) magic spell     (ii) rope              (iii) stick

(d) Which work is referred by them as another out-door game?

   (i) cutting  trees    (ii) mending wall   (iii) cultivating fields

D.2.  Read the given extract and answer the following questions by choosing the correct options.                
                                            [4x½=2]

“He explained with great glee that he had got me the specimens he had promised.
He said he had discovered a large hole or pit, somewhere on the plantation he was working on, which 

          had been dug to act as a drainage sump.”

(a) Who is he here?
    (i) Mac Tootle (ii) Michael (iii) Gerald

(b) The word ‘specimens’ used here for…………

   (i) rabbits (ii) tortoises (iii) snakes

(c) Where did he find the specimens? 

        (i) in a burrow (ii) in a pit (iii) in a den

(d) The narrator was ……………..

     (i) a hunter (ii) a doctor (iii) a naturalist
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D.3. Read the following extract and answer the questions given below:                                   [4x ½ =2]

‘You saved me! I know how you feel’, he went on eagerly. ‘I saved a cat once. I was awfully fond of 
          it afterwards,’ he explained.

    (a) Who is ‘I’ here?

    (b) Who does the word ‘you’ refer to in these lines?

    (c) Who was the speaker fighting with and why?

        (d) How did the speaker save the listener?         

D.4.Answer the following questions in brief: (any four)                                     [1x4=4]      

    (a)  How was Helen’s life before her teacher Anne came into her life?

    (b) What was written in the newspaper about Miss Lucy and her act of paying the fine?

    (c)  Who according to the poet (Robert Frost) were responsible for damaging the wall?

    (d) Why did the narrator in the story “Into A Snake Pit” not have the heart to refuse the Irishman’s offer?

     (e) What according to the poet are the activities of a tiger in the jungle?   

D.5. Answer in about 100 words:                                        [3]     

(a) What are the difficulties faced by the narrator  in the story ‘Reaching Out’ due to the colour of his 

             skin and how was he able to resolve them?

OR
     (b) Rewrite the story “Jungle In Jeopardy” in your own words; giving it a different ending?  

ASSESSMENT OF LISTENING : 5 MARKS

ASSESSMENT OF SPEAKING  : 5 MARKS

-------------------o-o-o------------------




