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SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT-II, 2014

ENGLISH 
Time : 3 hrs. Class VIII M.M. : 100

Date – 03.03.2014 

General Instructions- 

1. This paper is divided into four sections : 

� Section A  Reading 20 marks  

� Section B  Writing 25 marks 

� Section C  Grammar 20 marks 

� Section D  Literature 25 marks 

2. All the questions are compulsory. 

3. You may attempt any section at a time. 

4. All questions of that particular section must be attempted in the correct order. 

SECTION – A (Reading Skill : 20 marks)

A.1 Read the poem carefully and answer the following questions from the poem. [10]

“I love you, Mother”, said John; 

Then forgetting his work, his cap went on, 

And he was off to the garden swing, 

And left her the water and wood to bring. 

“I love you, Mother”, said rosy Nell – 

“I love you better than tongue can tell,” 

Then she teased and pouted full half the day, 

Till her mother rejoiced when she went to play. 

“I love you, Mother”, said little Fan; 

“Today I will help you all I can; 

How glad I am that school doesn’t keep!” 

So she rocked the babe till it fell asleep. 

Then, stepping softly, she fetched the broom, 

and swept the floor and tidied the room; 

Busy and happy all day was she, helpful and happy as 

child could be. 

“I love you, Mother”, again they said; 

Three little children going to bed; 

How do you think that mother guessed 

Which of them really loved her best? 

a) Based on your understanding of the poem, complete the following 

summary: 

(8)
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John did not help his mother and he went to the a)___________ and left his mother 

to b)___________. Nell irritated her mother by c)___________. No wonder, the 

mother rejoiced when Nell went to d)___________. Fan also said that she 

e)___________ her mother. She could help her mother because f)___________. 

She helped her mother by g)___________. Mother realized that Fan loved her the 

most because she h)___________. 

b) i) How many children did the mother have? (1)

ii) Find three phrases in the poem which describe what Fan did to help  

her mother? 

(1)

A.2 Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow by 

choosing the answer from given options. 

[5]

My grandmother and I were good friends. My parents left me with her when they 

went to live in the city and we were constantly together. She used to wake me up in 

the morning and get me ready for school. She said her morning prayer in a 

monotonous sing song while she bathed and dressed me in the hope that I would 

listen and get to know it by heart; I listened because I loved her voice but never 

bothered to learn it. Then she would fetch my wooden slate which she had already 

washed and plastered with yellow chalk, a tiny earthen inkpot and a red pen, tie 

them all in a bundle and hand it to me. After a breakfast of a thick stale chapatti 

with a little butter and sugar spread on it, we went to school. She carried several 

stale chapattis with her for the village dogs. 

My grandmother always went to school with me because the school was attached 

to the temple. The priest taught us the alphabet and the morning prayer. While the 

children sat in rows on either side of the verandah singing the alphabet or the 

prayer in a chorus, my grandmother sat inside reading the scriptures. When we had 

both finished, we would back together with dogs following us for food.  

– Khushwant Sing (adapted).

Read the questions given below and write the option you consider the most 

appropriate in your answer sheet. 

a) The grandmother said her morning prayer loudly hoping _________ 

 i) that her neighbours would get up in time 

 ii) that her neighbours would learn it 

 iii) that the author would learn it 

 iv) that the people would join her in her prayer 

b) The author’s breakfast consisted of _________ 

 i) milk and eggs  

 ii) a thick, stale chapatti with butter and sugar spread on it 

 iii) halwa and puri 

 iv) bread, butter and eggs 
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c) The grandmother always accompanied the writer because _________ 

  i) both were good friends 

  ii) she wanted to protect her grandson from dogs 

  iii) she would read the holy scriptures in the temple attached to the  

school 

  iv) the writer was quite young 

d) She passed her time _________ 

  i) by counting beads   

  ii) reading the scriptures in the temple 

  iii) in teaching to her young grandson 

  iv) by mixing and talking to other old women of her age 

e) The person who taught the author was not a teacher but  

  i) his maternal uncle   

  ii) his neighbour 

  iii) a temple priest   

  iv) his elder brother 

A.3 Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow by 

choosing the answers from given options. 

[5]

1. The song of many birds seems beautiful to us. That is why it is called song, for 

it reminds us of human song. We do not know whether birds themselves 

consider their song beautiful, although we like to believe that they do. What 

birds feel we will never know, because they have no means of telling us. But 

we do know other things about bird song. 

2. If we watch a male song-bird, such as a nightingale, early in the morning in 

early spring, we shall notice that it is alone and has not yet got a mate. It spends 

most of its time singing. If we watch closely we will see that while it sings it 

looks continually round in all directions. 

3. If we continue to watch this bird from day to day, we shall notice that it is 

singing every morning, usually from the same few perches. Suddenly, one day, 

there is no singing bird. It has not left however. We shall find that the bird is 

still there but it is not alone. A female has arrived, and our male is silent 

because it has mated. The pair keeps close together but the male does not sing. 

4. We might well ask why it should stop singing when the song has served its 

purpose; why should not the male continue to sing just for pleasure even after 

the female has arrived? The reason is that so many natural events are 

determined by their usefulness. Song is uttered, therefore, in many species only 

when it is necessary. It is very useful for the purpose of bringing the male and 

female together, but as soon as the purpose is accomplished, it is merely 

dangerous for the male to sing, it could run the risk of being killed. 
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(i) Do birds think their songs to be beautiful? 

a) Yes    b) No  

c) We do not know  d) It is unpredictable 

(ii) A nightingale starts singing in early morning of spring because - 

a) the weather is fine  

b) it is alone and has not yet got a mate 

c) it fears someone will kill it 

d) it is in a happy mood 

(iii) A nightingale keeps looking continuously around while it is singing 

because – 

a) it remains alert lest some one should attack and kill it 

b) it is eagerly to look for a mate 

c) it is sad and restless 

d) it is looking for its offspring who has not come 

(iv) The nightingale stops singing because – 

a) it wants privacy   b) its purpose is accomplished 

c) it is busy with its offsprings d) it is feeding its offsprings 

(v) The word ‘accomplished’ means – 

a) gained   b) performed  

c) achieved  d) completed 

SECTION – B (Writing – 25 marks)

B.1 Complete the following notice taking help from the box given below : [5]

Science Exhibition – Inauguration at 10:00 AM 

Chief Guest – Mr. B. M. Gupta (Scientist at Science Centre will judge exhibits) 

Interactive session – 11:00 AM 

Topic – Importance of Science 

Closing Ceremony – 3:00 PM 

The school is organizing (a)_____________ in the school premises on 12
th

 August. 

The Chief Guest Mr. Gupta (b)_____________ at 10:00 AM. The topic is 

(e)_____________ Mr. Gupta (d)_____________ exhibits. This will be followed 

by (f)_____________. The closing ceremony (h)_____________ at 3:00 PM. 

B.2 You came home from school and found your mother very ill and lying in bed. You 

helped your ailing mother by preparing lunch without her knowledge and surprised 

everyone in the family. Write a diary entry expressing your contentment and 

happiness at having helped your mother. 

[5]

came home – shocked to see mother moaning and groaning with pain – made tea 

for her – cooked lunch for family – tears in mother’s eyes 

B.3 On Mother’s Day you gifted your mother with LENOVO A600 IDEA CENTRE. 

Your cousin wants you to write an e-mail and describe how your mother reacted 

when you gave her the gift. Also describe the functions of the computer. You may 

take the help of the hints given below: 

[7]
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• Mother overwhelmed, gave blessings, invited friends to show the new computer 

• LENOVO A600 IDEA CENTRE – slimmest computer – HD display – can 

watch TV. Soap operas – DOLBY THEATRE SOUND SYSTEM. 

OR 

You are Rehan, a resident of Raigarh. You have noticed that every time your 

family and you go out shopping, your biggest problem is ‘parking’. Use the clues 

given below and write a letter to the editor of The Hindu highlighting the problems 

you face. Also give a few suggestions to help in solving the parking problem. 

dug up road  - too many vehicles – new diversions everyday – ‘No parking’ signs – 

put up in new places everyday – unauthorized parking – vehicles towed away 

exorbitant parking charges. 

B.4 Priyanka is alarmed at the way her city has changed in the recent years. She 

decides to write an article expressing her concern about the same and explains the 

current situation to caution people against environmental pollution in and around 

her city. Write an article and give a title also. 

pollution – land – water – air – causes, - industries, vehicles domestic use – ill 

effects - respiratory diseases – water borne diseases, barren land, poor crop yield – 

remedy – conserve resources – use of alternative sources – save environment. 

[8]

OR 

Write a speech in about 120 words on the topic “Who is an Ideal student”. 

SECTION – C (Grammar : 20 marks)

C.1 Fill in the blanks with the correct form of the verb given in the brackets 

choosing the correct options. 

[½×8=4]

One day a gardener (a)__________ from a tree in his garden a pot (b)_________ a 

little honey. He (c)__________  this because there were many wasps in the garden, 

These (d)__________ to eat the gardener’s ripe fruits. When they (e)__________  

the honey in the pot, they quickly (f)__________ to it and crawled into the jar. 

Their legs and wings were made so sticky by the honey that most of them could not 

fly away and (g)__________ in the pot. In this way, the garner (h)__________ rid 

of his enemies, the wasps. 

a) i) hung ii) hang iii) hangs iv) hanged  

b) i) containing ii) contain iii) contains iv) contained  

c) i) did ii) do iii) done iv) does  

d) i) used ii) uses iii) use iv) using  

e) i) smelt ii) smel iii) smels iv) smeling  

f) i) flew ii) flying iii) fly iv) flies  

g) i) perished ii) perish iii) perishing iv) perishes  

h) i) got ii) gets iii) get v) getting  

C.2 Read the conversation and complete the sentences that follow by choosing the 

most appropriate option. 

[4]

Ritika : Hello, Shruti ! How are you? 
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Shruti : I’m fine. Thank you. 

Ritika : Where did you go during the vacation? 

Shruti : I went to Agra. 

Ritika asked Shruti a)____________. Shruti replied b)____________ Ritika asked 

her c)____________ during the vacation. Shruti replied d)___________. 

a) i) how she is   ii) how she was 

iii) how was she   iv) how is she 

b) i) that he is fine   ii) that she was fine 

iii) that she has been fine iv) that she had been fine 

c) i) where she had gone  ii) where she has gone 

iii) where she went  iv) where she will go 

d) i) that she had gone to Agra ii) that she has gone to Agra 

iii) that she went to Agra iv) that she goes to Agra 

C.3 The following passage has not been edited. There is one error in each line. 

Write the incorrect word and the correction in your answer sheet as given 

below against the correct blank number. 

[4]

Pollution mean the destroying of environment. a)_____  

It lead to the degradation of soil, air and  b)_____  

water. Soil, air and water is degraded by waste, c)_____  

smoke and chemicals. In metro cities this problem   

have become very serious. d)_____  

Smoke from chimneys and automobiles pollute e)_____  

the air. The acid rain lead to degeneration of   

buildings. Government should take strict measures f)_____  

if it want to protect the earth. Man’s g)_____  

greed and selfishness is the major causes h)_____  

of pollution. 

C.4 In the following passage, one word has been omitted in each line. The omitted 

word has been indicated by a ‘/’ Replace the ‘/’ with a suitable word. 

[4]

The human eye is often called / a)_____  

king of / senses. It gathers b)_____  

80% of all the knowledge / absorb c)_____  

but only a few people / blessed d)_____  

with appreciate eyes. It / mostly e)_____  

due to / carelessness, and lack of  f)_____  

treatment / over eye sight is impaired. g)_____  

Any delay / getting treatment can turn  h)_____  

a curable problem as an incurable one. 



 learncbse.in 

   learncbse.in 

 

(7/7) 

C.5 Rearrange the following to form the meaningful sentences. [4]

a) 3-4 litres / those / remain / healthy / who / drink / daily / of water 

b) large quantities / of warm water / drinking / results in sweating 

c) from the body / fasting also / removes / poison 

d) every four hours / the fast / take / liquids / during / after 

SECTION – D (Literature : 25 marks)

D.1 a) Read the extract and answer the questions that follow. [3]

The woods are lovely, dark and deep. 

But I have promises to keep, 

And miles to go before I sleep, 

And miles to go before I sleep. 

a) Why does the poet not stop very long by the woods? 

b) What are the speaker’s thoughts on stopping by woods? 

c) Name the poem and the poet. 

b) I stared at her and my brother and finally did what I had wanted to all 

afternoon. 

[3]

a) Who is the speaker? 

b) What did the speaker do all afternoon? 

c) What were the narrator and her family surprised at? 

D.2 Answer the following questions. (any five) (2×5=10)

a) What discovery did the narrator’s father make when they went back home? 

b) ‘But the cop’s mind would not consider soapy’. What exactly did the cop 

not consider and why? 

c) How does the poet sense that he is near? 

d) What are the three things that are to be observed by any suitor? 

e) What is unusual about the arrangement of the poem ‘Miracles’? 

f) How did the stranger convince the people that they had enemies they did not 

even know about? 

D.3 Answer the following questions in about 80 words. (any one) [4]

a) Based on Motubhai’s prediction, how did Birbal use his wit to save the city 

from gloom and doom? 

b) Describe the reactions of each member of the narrator’s family in the story 

‘Advia’. Did they all react the same way. 

D.4 Write a paragraph describing Birbal’s plan. [5]

OR  

An unexpected event of your life. 

Assessment of Speaking and Listening (ASL).       (10) 




