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THE INDIAN HEIGHTS SCHOOL 
Revision Sample Paper, Sept 2013 

English – VIII 
Date:11.9.13                                                                              Time Allotted: 3 Hrs 
Name:                                                                                                                                 Max Marks: 90 

General Instructions: 
1. This paper consists of four sections:  
2. Attempt all questions. 
3. Do not write anything in the question paper. 
4. All answers must be correctly numbered as in the question paper and written in the same order in 

the answer sheet provided. 
5. Read each question carefully and follow the instructions. 
 

SECTION – A (READING) 
 

   
Q1. Read the poem and choose the correct answer for the questions given below.                                         

                            (7)                  
I lay in sorrow 

My grief a proud man heard, 
His looks were cold, he gave me gold, 

But not a kindly word. 

My sorrow passed, I paid him back, 
The gold he gave to me, 

Then stood erect and spoke my thanks, 
And blessed his charity. 

I lay in want, and grief and pain, 
A poor man passed my way, 

He bound my head, he gave me bread, 
He watched me night and day. 

How shall I pay him back again, 
For all he did to me, 

Oh! Gold is great, but greater far, 
Is the heavenly sympathy. 

a) The poet was in a state of………………in the beginning of the poem. 
i. happiness 
ii. sorrow 
iii. loneliness 
iv. excitement 

b) The proud man didn’t say any…………. 
i. harsh word. 
ii. sarcastic word. 
iii. kind words. 
iv. sympathetic words. 

c) The poor man……..his head and gave him…….. 
d) Why can’t poet repay the kindness of the poor man? 
e) Give a suitable title to the poem. 

 
Q2. Read the poem and choose the correct answer for the questions given below.           (7) 

There came a giant to my door, 
A giant fierce and strong; 

His step was heavy on the floor, 
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His arms were ten yards long. 
He scowled and frowned, he shook the ground, 

I remembered through and through; 
At length I looked him in his face, 
And cried, ‘Who cares for you’.
The mighty giant as I spoke, 

Grew pale and thin and small; 
And through his body, as ‘it were’ smoke,

I saw the sunshine fall. 
Such giants came to strike us dumb, 

But weak in every part; 
They melt before the strong man’s eyes,

They fly the truth of heart. 
a) In these lines ‘the giant’ has been pictured as…………. 

i. weak. 
ii. very strong, violent and huge. 
iii. very shy. 
iv. very dull. 

b) How does the poet frighten the giant? 
c) What was poet’s initial reaction at the sight of the giant? 
d) The word ‘melt’ here means…………… 

i. to become strong. 
ii. to grow weak. 
iii. to think. 
iv. none of the above. 

e) The meaning of ‘scowled’ is………….. 
i. scared. 
ii. careless. 
iii. a look of anger. 
iv. restless. 

 
Q3. Read the passage carefully and answer the questions that follow.       (6) 
Several arguments have been advanced by the supporters of the proportions that higher education in 
India should not be opened to all in the first place. They maintain, making higher education open to all 
leads to the deterioration of standards of education. There is a steady decline in the educational 
standards in India over a period of time. A graduate of the times when higher educational facilities were 
available to a selected few, had much higher standard than the graduate of today. The reason is that 
Tom, Dick and Harry has not the capacity and ability of comprehending higher truths of life which higher 
education seeks to discover. Even in ancient India, Taxila and Nalanda Universities had very rigid and 
stringent rules and regulations, these Universities maintained one of the highest standards of teaching 
and learning in the world. The graduates of these universities were the very class and essence of 
humanity, whose scholarship evoked admiration of the mightiest and wisest rulers of those times. Great 
sanctity was therefore attached to these temples of higher learning. Things have come to such a pass 
that anyone who is adept in copying and cheating can easily pass higher examination. Efforts have 
been made to discourage the students from indulging in unfair practices, but to no avail. 
 

a) If we make higher education open to all, the standards of scholarship will……… 
i. not be affected at all. 
ii. be adversely affected. 
iii. be the first inevitable casualty. 
iv. achieve a high water mark. 

b) The Universities of Taxila and Nalanda in ancient India……… 
i. were liberal enough to grant admission to any or everybody who came there for this 

purpose. 
ii. had no rules for admission. 
iii. had very rigid rules for admission. 
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iv. had to depend for their existence on the generosity of kings and princes. 
c) The graduates of these Universities turned out to be………. 

i. dedicated to teaching and nothing else. 
ii. the class and essence of humanity. 
iii. very arrogant. 
iv. messengers to other Universities regarding the quality of education. 

d) Why is the educational standard in India going down day-by-day as discussed in the passage? 
e) The synonym of the word ‘deteriorating’ is…………. 

i. worsening. 
ii. to add. 
iii. lessened. 
iv. coming down. 

 
SECTION – B   (WRITING) 

Q4. You are Anjana Chowdhary. Write a letter requesting the Traffic Manager of the City Transport 
Undertaking to make more buses available in your colony to provide an efficient bus service to the 
daily commuters.                     (5)    

OR 

You are Mohit Kapoor, a resident of 95, Pocket IV, Sunder Nagar, Chennai. Write a letter to your 
friend, Deepesh, telling him how you saved a drowning boy. 

 
Q5. Using the notes given below, write an article about “Advantages of life in a Metropolitan City”. Do 

not use more than 150 words.(6) 
Life I metropolitan city……everything you want……clothes, furniture…..huge 

stores…….banks, hospitals, schools, Universities……different cultures…..people of different 

states and even countries………..careers opportunities.   

   

Q6. You are the prefect of your class. Write a notice for your school notice board to request students 
of your class to contribute Rs. 50 for the celebration of Teacher’s Day in not more than 50 
words.          (4) 

OR 

        Write an advertisement for a local daily for the launch of a new electronic gadget to be used in 
kitchen along with its advantages and discount offers. 

Q7.  You are the Prefect of the Social Club of your school. Your school celebrated ‘Tree Plantation 
Day’. Write a report for your school magazine mentioning the happenings of the day in not 
more than 80-100 words.                     (5)

SECTION – C   (GRAMMAR) 

Q8. Do as directed. 
I. Fill in each blank with an appropriate determiner from the given options:                        (3) 

 
Hemant: How (a)………brothers have you? 
Anil:       I have two brothers. How (b)……..milk do you take? 
Hemant: I take half (c)………….litre of milk. 
Anil:      For how long would you stay here? 
Hemant: I would stay here for (d)……. days. 
Anil:       I would come to your house tomorrow morning. 
Hemant: So nice of you. I would offer you (f)……cup of tea. 
 

a) more/much/many 
b) much/few/many 
c) a/an/the 
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d) any/some/every 
e) a/an/the 

 
II. Fill in the blanks with the correct present form of the verb from the given options.            (5) 

 
I (a)…………very happy in my new school. I am really (b)………..life in a boarding school. The 
school (c)……….ideal surroundings. Our school (d)……students from all over India and I (e)…...a 
few friends. The school (f)……..some rules which each student (g)………to follow. We 
(h)………regularly in different games. We (i)……..to the town once a week. Our hostel warden is 
very strict but friendly. He (j)………..to it that we do not feel homesick. The atmosphere in the 
school is very good for studies. 
 
a) is/am/are 
b) enjoy/enjoys/enjoying 
c) has/had/have 
d) got/had/have 
e) have made/is making/are making 
f) had set/have set/has set 
g) needed/needs/need 
h) participated/participate/participates 
i) go/going/goes 
j) see/saw/sees 

 
III. Complete the following dialogues using suitable modals.                   (5) 

Father: You have not got good marks. You (a)…….have worked hard. 
Son:      Papa, I tried hard but I (b)……complete my syllabus. 
Father:  Why did you not begin your preparations earlier? You (c)……have completed your 

course well in time. 
Son:       I (d)………follow your advice in future. 
Father: Most of your friends (e)………..get merit certificate except you. 
Son:   Papa, I assure you that I (f)………come up to your expectations in future. 
Father: Your teachers (g)………….annoyed on seeing about your poor performance. 
Son:      I (h)………annoy my teachers but I am helpless. 
Father:  All right. You (i)………get discouraged, rather you (j)……..study hard. 
 

a) should/ought to/need to 
b) could not/cannot/might not 
c) should/would/could 
d) will/shall/would 
e) may/shall/will 
f) would/shall/will 
g) would be/could be/might be 
h) dare not/cannot/may not 
i) might not/should not/must not 
j) should/shall/will 

 
IV. Fill in each blank with the correct Passive Voice form of the verb from the options given.          (5) 

 
a) …………..were the trees cut down last month in the forest? (by whom/by who/whom) 
b) A song…………..by her in the school’s annual day programme. (was sung/was 

singing/was being sung) 
c) By whom had the first prize……….in the award ceremony? (be won/been won/been win) 
d) The plane………….safely by the pilot. (was landed/landed/is landing) 
e) You………….to lend me your scooter for few days. (is requested/are requested/was 

requested) 
f) Is the road……………by the contractor? (been repaired/being repaired/being repair) 
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g) My purse……….by someone in the Metro. (has been stolen/has stolen/stolen) 
h) Last month, he………..by the police. (has been arrested/has arrested/had been arrested) 
i) A doll………….by Kanchan for her daughter. (was make/was been made/was being made) 
j) A scooter………..by my father on his birthday. (shall be/will be bought/will bring) 

 
V. Change the following into indirect speech.                                        (7) 

 
a) Mr. Arora said to his friend, ‘Congratulations!’ 
b) The manager said to him, ’Where will you stay during the tour?’ 
c) The police said to the people, ‘Go about your business.’ 
d) Rosy said to Reshma, ‘Please lend me your science book.’ 
e) Rohan said, ‘As soon as I stepped out, it began to rain.’ 
f) Geeta said, ‘Yes, I have broken the window.’ 
g) The teacher said to the students, ‘Please keep quiet.’ 

  
SECTION D – (LITERATURE) 

 Q9. Read the extracts given below and answer the questions that follow (any eight extracts).                           
(2.5x8=10)                                                               

 
A. The policeman on the beat moved up the avenue impressively. The impressiveness was a 

matter of habit since there were very few people on the street to watch him. 

a) Why did the policeman move impressively? 
b) Why were there few people to watch him? 
c) Write the meaning of ‘avenue’. 

 
B. For he suddenly smote on the door, even 

Louder, and lifted his head:- 

‘Tell them I came, and no one answered,

That I kept my word,’ he said. 

a) Who are ‘them’ in the third line? 
b) What is the poet talking about in the last line? 
c) What is the meaning ‘smote’? 

 
C. A year ago, another rainbow spanning the eastern horizon in my own village had tempted me to 

try to catch its end hidden behind a row of trees, though it had eluded me rather dangerously. 
a) Where was the rainbow? 
b) Who got eluded by the rainbow? 
c) Write the meaning of ‘eluded’. 

 
D. Tipu was taken aback. No one had asked him such a question. He said, ‘Why, no, I don’t think 

so.’ 
a) Why was Tipu taken aback? 
b) Who had asked him that question and why? 

 
E. Following the advice of his friend, my master carried me in a box the next market day to the 

neighbouring town; and took along with him his little daughter, my nurse, on the pillion behind 
him. 

a) What was the advice of the master’s friend? 
b) Who accompanied Gulliver to the market? 
c) Write the meaning of ‘pillion’. 

 
F. We could feel the tension on the ship. Everyone looked serious, their faces taut with anxiety. 
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a) Who are ‘we’ above? 
b) Why was everyone serious? 
c) Meaning of taut is……. 

 
G. There I’ll come when I’m a man

With a camel caravan; 
a) When will the poet come? 
b) How will he come? 
c) Write the meaning of ‘caravan’. 

 
H. But Evelyn was not going to give up. She was determined to lead a normal life and pursue her 

interest in music. 
a) What is being talked about Evelyn in first sentence? 
b) Why was she determined to lead a normal life? 

I. Dada would say, ‘How can it be? My puny little brother! 
a) What is dada surprised about? 
b) Why did dada say so? 
c) Meaning of ‘puny’ is…….. 

 
J. Given our typical reaction of staying indoors to avoid any sinister influences, I was curious to 

know how the Africans reacted to such event. 
a) What were the sinister influence being talked about? 
b) What was the event being talked about? 

K. Such are the records relating to a student who later exerted an influence on countless Indians. 
a) What records are being talked about here? 
b) Who is being talked about in the above lines? 

 
L. …They are very, very highly pedigreed and my uncle says they are a very rare colour. I have to 

brush them every day. 
a) Who is talking to whom here? 
b) What is he/she talking about? 
c) Write the meaning of ‘pedigreed’. 

 
Q5.  Answer the following questions in 30 to 40 words each (any ten).       (1.5*10=15) 
 

a) What truth dawned upon the poet (Geography Lesson) as the jet reached ten thousand feet? 
b) Why did Narhari Babu not want Tipu to read storybooks? 
c) What do you think caused Appu to think that the tall man was someone to be frightened of? 
d) Do you think the traveller (The Listeners) expected somebody to be at the house? Justify. 
e) What was the sign (The Village Schoolmaster) that showed that the schoolmaster was no longer 

in a happy mood? 
f) Why is the Antarctic Convergence so called? 
g) What did the tiger begin to wish for? What did he think of human beings? 
h) Why did the boy throw a stone on Guliver? 
i)  Why did Evelyn feel indebted to Ron Forbes? 
j) What does Erwin describe as an unforgettable moment in his life? 
k) Give two reasons for poet’s (The Hero) mother’s fear? 
l) What did the king (Archimedes’ Principle) suspect about the goldsmith? 
m) Give three instances of how mechanization has changed life at home in 2889? 
n) Why did Gandhi neglect exercise and games? 
o) What does Pia do when it is her turn? 
p) Does the poet think that it is useful to study Arithmetic? 

                         




