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SECTION ‘A’ - READING

Q.1) Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow: 

1. I was 53 when my first book, 'The Naked face' was published in 1970.  
People frequently remarked, "Isn't it wonderful you've finally achieved 
your life-long ambition". In truth, writing a book hadn't occurred to me 
before I sat down and did it. 'The Naked face' was an accident. 

2. But I found the prospect of writing a novel intimidating. I assumed I didn't 
have whatever extra dash of magic goes into composing a book. 

3. Then, I hatched a plot about a psychoanalyst whom someone tries to 
murder. He has no enemies and no clue who wanted him dead. Using his 
skills as an analyst, he sets out to solve the mystery. 

4. This story might just as well have been a film, or T.V movie except for one 
challenge: It demanded the audience get inside the protagonist's head 
and hear his thoughts. I couldn't figure out how to do that in a script. So I 
tried to let go of the notion, but it wouldn't let go of me. 

This paper consists of four sections.
 SECTION ‘A’ READING –  20 Marks 
 SECTION ‘B’ WRITING –   35 Marks. 
 SECTION ‘C’ LITERATURE – 30 Marks. 
 SECTION ‘D’ NOVEL – 15 Marks. 
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 5. Then I started dictating my attempt at a novel. I've always dictated 
everything, including screen plays, because my mind works faster than 
my hands. I rewrote the book about six times. 

6. Once I finished the book, I had no idea of the next step. I was familiar with 
all the Hollywood agents, but not the literary agents. I called my friend the 
writer Irwin Wallace. He kindly sent my manuscript to his agent, who took 
over. 

7. I was less optimistic because I didn't view myself as a real author. Three 
months and seven rejections went by, and when my agent called with 
good news, I didn't believe it. 

8. Reviews of the book were published in all leading newspapers and they 
were mostly negative. But the New York Times came out with a wonderful 
review, describing my novel as 'the best first mystery novel of the year'. A 
literary luncheon followed, where eminent novelists were promoting their 
novels. I was among five others. While people queued up in front of the 
others to get their copies signed, there was not a soul in front of me. 

9. A couple of months later, my book sold 17000 copies but I made no 
money because what I got, covered up the cost of the book tour. But 
something fantastic happened during the experience, mortifying moments 
and all. I discovered a sense of freedom I had never known. 

10. When you write a movie or a play, yours is but one voice in a cacophony 
of opinions. You deal with a producer who decrees a scene too 
expensive, a director who changes your female lead into a man, an actor 
who insists, 'My character would never say that'. But when you write a 
book, you alone are the producer, director and cast. You decide your 
story's setting, whether to make your characters healthy or ill, rich or poor, 
heroic or evil. You're totally responsible for your novel. It's all you. I loved 
that.  

--- Sidney Sheldon 
A)  Answer the following questions briefly and in your own words : 

(i) The author felt less confident of being a successful writer because …..
(1M) 

(ii) What is the 'notion' that the author had in his mind?  
(2M) 

(iii) How long did the author take to realize 'his goal?   
(2M) 

(iv) How does this novel prove to be a 'no-profit' exercise?  
(2M)  

(v) What is 'the sense of freedom' that the author experienced? 
(2M) 

B) Find words in the passage which mean the same as the ones given below:
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 (3
M) 

(i) challenging (para 2) 
(ii) main character (para 4). 
(iii) talking in different voice (para 10) 

Q.II) Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow: 

1. Education is not an end, but a means to an end.  In other words, we do not 
educate children only for the purpose of educating them; our purpose is to fit 
them for life. As soon as we realize this fact, we will understand that it is very 
important to choose a system of education which will really prepare children 
for life. It is not enough just to choose the first system of education one finds 
or to continue with one’s old system of education without examining it to see 
whether it in fact, is suitable or not. 

2. In many modern countries, it has for sometime been fashionable to think that, 
by free education for all, whether rich or poor, clever or stupid – one can solve 
all the problems of society and build a perfect nation. But we can already see 
that free education for all is not enough, we find in such countries a far larger 
number of people with university degrees than there are jobs for them to fill. 
Because of their degrees, they refuse to do manual labour.  Conditions are 
shameful in such countries. 

3.  But we have only to think a moment to understand that the work of a 
completely uneducated farmer is far more important than that of a professor; 
we can live without education, but we die if we have no food. If no one 
cleaned our street and took the rubbish away from our houses, we should get 
terrible disease in our towns.  In countries where there are no servants 
because everyone is ashamed of doing such work, the professors have to 
have to waste much of their time doing manual housework. 

4. In fact, when we say that all of us must be fit for life, it means that we must be 
educated in such a way that, firstly, each of us should do whatever job is 
suitable for our brain, aptitude and ability and secondly, that we can realize 
that all jobs are necessary to the society. It is very bad to be ashamed of 
work, or to scorn someone else’s. Only such type of education can be called 
valuable to society. 

(a) On the basis of your reading of the passage make notes on it, using 
headings and sub-headings. Also use recognizable abbreviations 
wherever necessary. Use a format you consider suitable. (5M) 

(b) Write a summary of the above passage in about 80 words. 
(3M) 
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 SECTION B: WRITING

Q.3) You are the General Manager of E.V.L. Company which requires posh 
bungalows on company lease, as guest houses. Draft an advertisement in not 
more than 50 words for classified columns to be published in ‘The Times of 
India’.                  (5M)                                                               

OR 
You are the President of Barracks Road Residents Association, Chennai. The 
election of office bearers of the association will be held on 28th December  at 
the Railway Club. Draft a notice inviting all members to take part in the 
election to elect a President, Secretary and Treasurer and other posts for a 
new three-year term.            

Q4.   Your school organized an Inter School debate competition on the topic” 
Working mother-boon or bane”. Write a report (in about 125 words) on the 
competition for the school magazine.          ( 10 M ) 

Or 

You are Mukul / Manjari working as a correspondent for ‘The Indian Express’ 
at Mumbai. Yesterday you were invited to attend a press convened by the 
Director, NCERT on the ‘National Curriculum Framework for School 
Education’. Write a report for publication in your paper in about 100-125 
words, covering  the salient features of the document. 

Q5.    You are Girish Johar of 53 , Jorbagh , New Delhi. You read a notice in the 
daily Newspaper and decide to write to Dr. A.B. Akolkar ,scientist , regarding 
the garbage dump just behind Lodhi Colony Government quarters.   ( 10 M )   

Or 

You are Sunil/Sunita ,a resident of 32, New Friends Colony, New Delhi. You 
are alarmed at the rising crimes against women and young girls in Delhi. Write 
a letter to the Editor The Torch Bearer, New Delhi, suggesting some concrete 
measures that the Delhi Police should take in arresting the crimes against 
women. 

Q6.     You have been asked to make a speech on Noise Pollution in Big Cities. 
Write an article on ‘Noise Pollution’ in not more than 200 words.     ( 10 M ) 

Or 

Information Technology has revolutionized the lives of the citizens on this 
planet. India is also making repaid strides in this sphere. Being much 
encouraged by this advancement, Rohit / Rinku writes an article on “The 
Information Technology Revolution”. Write his/her view in an article in about 
200 words. 
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 SECTION C: LITERATURE

Q7. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow: 
    (4M) 

Surely , Shakespeare is wicked, the map a bad example, 

With ships and sun and love tempting them steal- 

For lives that slyly turn in their cramped holes 

From fog to endless night ? On their slag heap, these children 

Wear skins peeped through by bones and spectacles of steel 

With mended glass , like bottle bits on stones. 

All of their time and space are foggy slum. 

So blot their maps with slums as big as doom. 

(a) Why does the poet refer to Shakespeare as ‘Wicked ‘ and the map ‘a bad 
example’? 

(b) What does ‘from fog to endless night’ imply ? 

(c) What does the poet suggest by saying that these children wear skins ‘peeped 
through by bones’? What are the circumstances in which they live  ? 

(d)Why does the poet compare the slum dwelling children with glass pieces ? 

Or 

….and felt that 

Old familiar ache, my childhood’s fear, 

But all I said was, see you soon, 

Amma , all I did was smile and smile and smile….. 

(a)What was the childhood fear that now troubled the poet ? 

(b)What do the poet’s parting words suggest ? 

(c ) Why did the poet smile and smile ? 

(d)What is the poet’s childhood fear ? 

Q8.Answer any two of the following questions briefly :       (2 X 2 =4) 

(a)What is uncle’s wedding ring on Aunt Jennifer’s finger symbolic of ? 

(b)List the thing of beauty mentioned by the poet, John Keats, in the poem ,’A Thing 
of Beauty’ What is the symbol that is used by the poet to describe the bounties of 
nature ? 
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 (c )What are the images that the poet uses in the poem , “Keeping quite” to suggest 
that we humans are steadily creating disharmony, not only among ourselves but also 
between man and nature ? 

Q9. Answer any six of the following questions.    (6 X 2 = 12 M) 

(a)Saheb is no longer his own master while Mukesh wishes to be so . Explain. 

(b) Why did Douglas decide to hire the services of an instructor ? Was he able to 
achieve his purpose ? 

(c ) From where did the peddler get the idea of the world being a rattrap and why did 
the idea amuse him ? 

(d)What did the peasants of Champaran pay as rent to the British landlords ? What 
was the outcome of the fact that Germany stated to produce synthetic indigo ? 

(e)What was the Parson’s role in assisting the escape of Evans from his cell in the 
prison? 

(f)How did Dr Sadao Hoki overcome the danger of being accused of harbouring a 
criminal ? 

(g)Why did the  man ask Bama’s brother where he lived ? What is the significance of 
this? 

Q10. Answer the following questions in 100-125 words.    ( 5 M) 

Recount what made the peddler finally change his ways. 

or 

The lesson “The Tiger King “ is indicative of the mindset of India nationals during the 
British Colonialisation. Princes in Princely estates were not or were least known to 
polity and were obsessed about their individual passions. Find out these flaws in the 
story and write a paragraph under the heading :’ Haunted Minds of Princes under 
British Colonialisation”. 

Q11. There are some universal truths known to all either educated or illiterate like 
rein in the passions, speak the truth, etc. Everyone among us is capable of 
preaching and teaching such qualities but so far as practical application is 
concerned, almost all of us have failed. Justify this statement in the context of “the 
Rattrap “.  (5 M) 

OR 

It is the parents who fill their children’s mind with certain stereotypes and it is difficult 
to erase them from their conscience. It thus shows we all are bound to our 
community identify and it causes frustration in acquisition of education and the 
carrier based on it. Extract the essence of this statement from the first part of the 
lesson “Memories of Childhood” and write your views.       
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                                                        SECTION D: NOVEL

                                                                                                                        
Q12. Why did Dr Mortimer despite being a man of science begin to believe in the 
existence of the hound of the Baskervilles ? 

.                       (7M)                  

Q13. How did Barrymore confess to the fact that convict was his wife’s brother? 

(8 m) 




