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QUARTERLY EXAMINATION,  2013 –14 
SUBJECT: ENGLISH 

TIME : 3 hrs                    CLASS : XII                                                 M.M.-100  

General Instructions: 

 (i) This paper is divided into three sections –A, B and C 

 (ii) All sections are compulsory. 

 (iii) Separate instructions are given with each question. 

 (iv) Read these instructions carefully and follow them faithfully 

SECTION – A  

[READING] 

Q1. Read the passage carefully and answer the questions that follow. 

   You did it ! You impressed your future employer to the point where they called  you in for a face-
t-face job interview. This is your chance to go in there in person and  shine. Now that you have been given 
this opportunity, it’s critical that you don’t waste  it. 

       According to a career builder.com survey, the single most common mistake candidates make in job 
interviews is inappropriate dress. You, the candidate, are expected to wear a business suit or rather formal 
attire to the interview. One exception  to this rule can be high-tech companies, where anything other 
than jeans and flip flops  might make you stick out like a sore thumb. The second most common folly is 

badmouthing your former boss. How do you think your prospective boss will feel if  they hear you 
criticizing your former manager? They will wonder if they’ll be the  topic of such conversation should you 
happen to move on to another company. Even if you have excellent reasons to be bitter, don’t be. 

   If you can’t get excited for the job interview, your interviewer will probably figure out that you 
won’t be very enthusiastic on the job. Sit or stand up straight.  Smile. Make sure the interviewer knows how 
excited you are for this particular job. 

    There’s probably nothing that annoys an interviewer more than an applicant who  is aggressive to 
the point of arrogance. While it’s very important to engage with your interviewer and ask questions, there’s 
fine line between showing interest and  monopolizing the conversation to the point where the interviewer 
can’t get a word in.  Be sure to let the interviewer finish his/ her sentences, and try not to ramble. 
  It’s vital that you prepare for a job interview by researching the company and preparing for all the 
typical questions you will likely be asked. If the interviewer asks a question you don’t know the answer to, 
you are much better off telling them so than stuttering and mumbling, groping for an answer. 

 An interview is a two way street. You don’t want to ask a bunch of irrelevant questions at a job 
interview, but you do want to ask pertinent, well-thought-out  question that require more than a yes or no 
answer. 
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          You never get a second chance …. No doubt you’ve heard it before. If you’re  running late, call 
up and tell the interviewer, the sooner the better. If it’s earlier in the  day, ask if you can reschedule for 
later that day. 

   One of the questions you’re almost sure to hear at a job interview is, “What are  your strengths 
and weaknesses?” Although it might seem like a simple question, more  often than not it’s tough to 
articulate the answer, so practice. Rehearse the answers  you plan to give for questions like this. 

   When the interviewer asks you a question, do your best to give examples or  connections that 
link your answer to the job under consideration. You’re usually better  served with concise specific 
answers rather than long-winded that don’t necessarily  apply to the job you’re seeking.  

   Don’t be too eager to talk salary. While it’s vital not to sell yourself short, you  don’t want to 
make your salary requirements the centerpiece of the interview. If it  doesn’t come up during the course of 
the interview, you can ask about the salary  towards the end. 

1.1.  Answer the following questions: 

(a) What form of attire is most preferred for interviews?                            [2]       

(b) Why is talking too much not favourable for an interviewee?       [2]     

(c) How must one carry oneself during an interview ?                      [1]    

(d) If a candidate is not punctual for the interview what must he do?  [1] 

(e) ‘Talking about salary’ at the time of an interview is a strict no-no. Why?    [1] 

      (f)  Why can criticizing the former boss have a negative impact on an  
   interviewee’s job prospects?              [2] 

1.2.  Find words from the passage which mean the same as: 

(a) Something that does not follow a norm /rule 

(b) Dominate 

(c) Important 

Q2. Read the passage given below and answer the questions which follow. 

   More than a century ago, some countries had no proper police force. Local  leaders devised 
their own method of ensuring that their orders were carried out and  fulfilled. The offender was not given a 
second chance to repeat his mistake for he  was either killed or hunted out of district. In England, the 
modern police force grew  largely from an unofficial body gathered together by a London magistrate. He 
found  that it was practically impossible to apprehend any of the criminals in his area unless  he 
deployed some men secretly to detect and hunt the culprits. These unofficial  constables had to patrol 
one large district. They looked upon their position largely as  an honorary one and had very little power. 
Worse still they were sometimes corrupt  men themselves for they would conveniently look the other way 
round in times of  trouble, like theft, hooliganism and vandalism. Magistrate Fielding enrolled a few 
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men whom he could explicitly trust and employed them to catch the thieves and  other undesirable 
persons. Their remuneration was poor, their work was dangerous  and they were unpopular. The 
majority of the people resented what they thought was  a threat to their liberties, intrusion their privacies 
and above all spying on them. They  maintained that they should  have every right to drink themselves 
to death with any  form of alcohol, as so many of them did. They thought, too, that they should be 

allowed to quarrel, to fight and even to kill amongst themselves. The situation was  made  worse by 
the fact that the penalties for the offences were very heavy in those  distant days and a man could be 
hanged for theft of some unimportant thing. Arrest  by the Magistrate’s men could bring disastrous 
results. Contrary to general feeling,  the authorities gradually admitted that these early policemen were 
vitally necessary.  After much discussion, argument and persuasion, the government secretly agreed to 

re-imburse the magistrate the men he employed. This step was not made public lest it  should be 
thought that the government was planting spies amidst the people.  Eventually the public came to look 
upon the police with more friendly spirit as the  benefits became more noticeable. At long last, men women 
could walk along the  streets by day and even by night without fear of robbery and other acts of 
violence,  Hitherto, the people were free to do practically anything- good or bad, irrespective of  the 
possible consequences. As the police was built up, the people gave up their  freedom to commit evil deeds 
so that they might have a greater freedom to do good  so as to enable one and all to enjoy life peacefully 
and harmoniously. 

 2.1  On the basis of your reading of the above passage make notes on it using  headings  and sub - 
headings. Use recognizable abbreviations wherever   necessary. Suggest a suitable title also.            [5] 

  2.2. Write a summary of the passage in 80 words using he notes made.                       [3] 
  

SECTION – B  

[ ADVANCED WRITING SKILL ] 

Q3. Imagine that Sumita Sen is looking for he elderly grandfather, who is missing from  home.  Frame a 
classified advertisement to be inserted in the newspaper, announcing  a generous  reward. 

   OR 

      Your school [Amar Vidyalaya ] is organizing a culturing evening to collect funds for  the slum  
children. The Education minister has consented to be the Chief Guest on  the occasion. Draft a  notice 
about it to be displayed on your school Notice Board.  You are the school Head Boy / Head Girl.         [5] 

Q4. Every year your school, Sun Public school, Lucknow celebrates the ‘World  Environment Day’ that 
falls on 5th June. Write a report in 125 words for a newspaper  on how the day was celebrated in your 
school this year.                                                       [5] 

                                                               OR 

      Your School organized a musical night to raise funds for charity. A galaxy of eminent  people 
were  invited. Accomplished artists entertained the audience through the  night. The school was able to 
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generate  a huge amount of money from the sale tickets and eatables. Write a detailed report about the 
programme for newspaper.                  [10]  

Q5. You are Mohit / Meera, Sales Manager , gulmohar pvt. Ltd. 10/B, Gandhi Road,  Lucknow. You 
received a letter from the Principal, Sun Public School, New Delhi  about the undue delay in the delivery 
of books from your company. Write a suitable  reply to the Principal explaining the reasons for the delay 
and the measures that you  need to take. 

                                                               OR  

You are Apoorva, the proprietor of an electrical and electronic goods in Delhi. You  have received a 
consignment for the order you placed with dealer in Delhi. The consignment is damaged. Write a letter to 
the wholesale dealer about the damage and seek replacement.                [10] 

Q6. ‘To use the latest technology the right way, is in the hands of the youth of today’.  Write an article  
in about 200 words discouraging the misuse of technological  products like cell phone,  computer etc. and 
highlighting the need to use them to promote harmony and goodwill in the society. You are Mathew/ 
Maria. 

                                                                      OR 
       You have noticed young children washing utensils, serving food, cleaning the  floors  in your school 
canteen and this has really disturbed you. You feel sad  for the lost  joys of their childhood, the failure to 
get educated and  the dark future that life has  given them. Prepare a speech on the topic  “Why India 
can’t Do Without Child  Labour ?” expressing  your heartfelt feelings.              [10] 

SECTION – C  

[ TEXT BOOKS ] 

7. Read the extract and answer the questions that follow.                                [4x1=4] 

On sour cream walls, donations, Shakespeare’s head 

Cloudless at dawn, civilized dome riding all cities 

Belled, flowery, Tyrolese valley. Open-handed map 

Awarding the world its world. 

(a) Describe the scenery that is put on the wall. 

(b) What do the donations and Shakespear’s picture signify ? 

(c) What kind of world does the map depict ? what purpose does it serve ? 

(d) How can you say that the classroom of the slum school is in a state of neglect ? 
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                                             OR 
“And looked at young 

Trees sprinting, the merry children spilling  

Out of their homes, but after the airport’s 

Security check, standing a few yards   

Away. I looked again at her. 

(a) Why did the poet feel the need to look out? What does the gesture suggest ? 

(b) What did the poet see from the window of the car ? 

(c) What do the images of ‘young trees’ and ‘merry children’ symbolize ? 

(d) What is the purpose of the above contrast ? 

8 . Answer any two of the following questions in 30 -40 words.                      [2x2=4] 

(a) What do the parting words of the poet and her smile signify  ? 

(b) What does ht e mean by saying “ all their time and space a foggy slum “? 

(c) What does the poet want for the slum children ? How can their lives can be made  to change?\ 

9 . Answer any six of the following questions in 30-40 words.            [6x2=12]        

(a) Why did the peddler decide to go through the forest ? 

(b) How and when did Douglas develop aversion to water ? 

(c) “Seemapuri, a place on the periphery of Delhi, yet miles away from it metaphorically.” Explain 
this statement. 

(d) How did Franz’s feelings about Mr. Hamel and books change ? 

(e) How did the tiger king make up the shortfall of tigers in his kingdom ? 

(f) How does the writer indicate that Sadao’s father was a very traditional and conventional man ? 

(g) What were the reasons for Sadao being kept on in Japan and not being sent overseas with the 
troops ? 

10 . Answer the following question in 125-150- words.                                   [5] 
‘Man proposes, God disposes’, is a saying that has been aptly proved in the story ‘The Tiger King’. 
Elaborate. 
                              OR 
Courage and optimism are attributes that can make the impossible, possible. Explain with reference to 
the essay, ‘Deep Water’.  
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11.  Annes Jung in ‘Lost Spring’ says how the children are deprived of their rights and  how a section of  
people are away from the mainstream. This is a true picture of ‘India Today’. How do you think the gap 
between the rich and the poor can be  bridged? What steps do you propose to see that all the children in 
India get equal opportunities?                                [5] 

 Answer the following in 125 words.                

12.  What were the intelligent observations made by Dr. Mortimer that proved to be of  strategic  
importance to the case? How did Holmes praise Dr. Mortimer?               [8]       

13.  What were the circumstances that led to the death of Sir Charles?                [7] 




