
 learncbse.in 

   learncbse.in 

 

Page - 1 

D.A.V. PUBLIC SCHOOL, NEW PANVEL 
Plot No. 267, 268, Sector-10, New Panvel, 

Navi Mumbai-410206 (Maharashtra). 
Phone 022-27451793, 27468211, Telefax- 27482276 

Email- davschoolnp@vsnl.net / davnewpanvel@gmail.com, www.davnewpanvel.com 

Practice Paper 

2013-2014 
STD:- XII 

Sub: - English        Time:- 3 Hours 
                                                      Marks:- 100 

………………………………………………….………………………………………….…… 

INSTRUCTIONS: 

 The paper is divided into four sections – A, B C and D.  All the sections are 
compulsory. 

 Read the instructions very carefully and follow them faithfully. 
 Do not exceed the prescribed word limit. 
 Please write the correct serial number in the answer sheet before attempting it. 

………………………………………………….………………………………………….…… 

SECTION ‘A’ - READING 

Q.1) Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow: 
1. One summer day, the huge hills of granite through which the Tungabhadra snaked 

with swift-moving grace woke to the sound of marching feet. In the black-cotton 
plains ahead Krishna Deva Raya was advancing in a north-eastern direction with a 
million men. The soldiers alone numbered 73,600. Of these, 35,000 were cavalry, 
clad in shining armour. There were 550 elephants. The archers and musketeers 
wore tunics of strong raw leather, protection against sword and lance. The shield 
men with swords and daggers in their girdles carried shields so huge that they 
covered the whole body. The horses were magnificently caparisoned. The 
elephants were huge beasts with sharp knife blades fastened to their curved tusks. 

2. Ten thousand carriers with filled water skins followed the army. In the scorching 
heat the soldiers suffered from thirst. All kinds of merchandise were for sale, even 
rubies and diamonds. 

3. Krishna Deva Raya, King of Kings, Lord of the greater lords in India, Lord of the 
three seas and of the land (that, precisely, was his title), was of medium height, fair-
complexioned, with a good figure and signs of smallpox on his face. Monarch of a 
vast kingdom full of wealth and luxury and splendour, he was fond of display. His 
capital was one of the richest cities in the world. He was now marching to fight his 
hereditary enemy, Sultan Adil Shah of Bijapur. 

4. Vijayanagar, the City of Victory, was built by two brothers, Harihar and Bukka, in 
1336. Southern India had been held by a number of old Hindu dynasties. There was 
neither unity nor goodwill. The result was that in 1293, Ala-ud-din Khilji, spearhead 
of Muhammadan inroad into the Deccan, found it easy enough to capture Devagiri. 
Some years later, his General, Malik Kafur, took Warangal and Dwarasamudra, and 

This paper consists of four sections. 
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pierced into the Malabar Coast where he erected a mosque. A new attack on 
Devagiri took place in 1312, when its Prince, Haripala Deva was flayed alive, and is 
head was set up to stare with unseeing eyes from the carved gate of his city.   

5. The Muslimshad complete sway over the countries down to the Vindhya Mountains. 
The terror that stalked the north was now relentlessly making its way to the south. 
“Everything”, writes Swell, “seemed to be leading up to but one inevitable end- the 
ruin and devastation of the Hindu provinces, the annihilation of their old royal 
houses, the destruction of their religion, their temples and their cities. All that the 
dwellers in the South held most dear seemed tottering to its fall. Suddenly, about 
the year 1344 A.D., there was a check to this wave of foreign invasion-a halt- then a 
solid wall of apposition; and for 250 years Southern India was saved. 

6. How did it happen? When the Muhammadans thrust down to the bank of the 
Krishna River, the rear-stricken Hindu State, worn by age, nevertheless combined 
all their power for a final struggle and marshalled themselves under the lead of the 
warrior kings of Anegundi. They gained a decisive victory over the enemy, but lost 
themselves. The union of small states became a single solid body. The old kings 
submitted to the new leadership, and round the nucleus of Anegundi there grew up 
the great empire of Viyayanagar, stretching from the Krishna to Cape Comorin. 

7. The Capital of the name, standing on the south bank of the Tungabhadra along the 
tumbled mass of rock, was sixty miles in circumference. A contemporary traveller, 
Abdul Razaak, writes: “The city of Vijayanagar is such that the pupil of the eye has 
never seen a place like it, and the ear of intelligence has never been informed that 
there existed anything to equal it in the world. Roses sold everywhere. These 
people could not live without roses”.  

1.1 Answer the following questions: 

1. Name the kingdom ruled by Krishna Deva Raya.             (1M) 

2. What was the quality of army led byKrishna Deva Raya? (1M) 

3. What tragedy struck in 1312?    (1M) 

4. Why did the Hindu kings lose to Ala-ud-din Khilji?   (2M) 
5. “They gained a decisive victory but lost themselves”.Explain the statement.(2M) 

6. For how many years was South India saved after the decisive victory?(1M) 

7. What was the weakness of the Hindu Kings?(1M)    

1.2. Find words from the passage which mean the same as the following: (3M) 

1. decorated with a covering   (para 1) 

2. exactly/ really                 (para 3) 

3. command/ authority            (para 5) 

Q2. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow: 

Despite all the research, every one of us catches cold and most of us catch it 
frequently. Our failure to control one of the commonest of all ailments sometimes 
seems ridiculous. Medical science regularly practises transplant surgery and has rid 
whole countries of such killing diseases as typhus and the plague. But the problem of 
common cold is unusually difficult and much has yet to be done to solve it.  
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It is known that cold is caused by one of a number of viral infections that affect the 
lining of the nose and other passages to the lungs but the confusing variety of viruses 
makes study and remedy very difficult. It was shown in 1960 that many typical colds in 
adults are caused by one or the other of a family of viruses known as rhinoviruses, yet 
there still remain many colds for which no virus has as yet been isolated. 

There is also the difficulty that, because they are so much smaller than the bacteria 
which causes many other infections, viruses cannot be seen with ordinary 
microscopes. Nor can they be cultivated easily in the bacteriologist’s laboratory, since 
they only grow within the living cells of animals or plants. An important recent step 
forward, however, is the development of the technique of tissue culture, in which bits of 
animal tissue are enabled to go on living and to multiply independently of the body. 
This has greatly aided virus research and has led to the discovery of a large number of 
viruses. Their existence had previously been not only unknown but even unsuspected. 

The fact that we can catch cold repeatedly creates another difficulty. Usually a virus 
strikes only once and leaves the victim immune to further attacks. Still we do not gain 
immunity from colds. Why? It may possibly be due to the fact that while other viruses 
get into the blood stream where antibodies can oppose them, the viruses causing cold 
attack cells only on the surface. Or it may be that immunity from one of the many 
different viruses does not guarantee protection from all others. It seems, therefore, 
that we are likely to have to suffer colds for some time yet. 

Q2.a) On the basis of your reading of the passage make notes on it in points only, 
using abbreviations (Maximum 5) wherever necessary. Supply a suitable title.                                          
(5M) 

Q2.b) Write a summary of the above in 80 words.            (3M) 

SECTION B: WRITING

Q3. You are Rohit/ Rita, Secretary, Welfare Association ABC Colony, Chennai. Write a 
notice in not more than 50 words to be placed on the notice board informing the 
residents that there would be no water supply for two days in your colony due to 
major pipeline repair work.    (5M) 

OR 

You are Kamala/ Kundan, Secretary, Greenland Enterprises Ltd., Delhi-6. Your 
Chairman has asked you to draft an advertisement for a local daily under the 
classified columns for the vacant post of one accountant and two office assistants. 
Draft the advertisement in not more than 50 words.  

Q4. Write a report in 100-125 words to your Principal, on your recent visit to a school, in 
Kochi, Kerala on a Student Exchange Programme. Describe which aspect of that 
school appealed to you the most. You are Manisha/ Manish of D.P.School, Jaipur.  

(10M) 

                                                OR 

As the reporter of The Times of India, New Delhi, write a detailed report in 100-125 
words on the fire accident in the marketplace, which you witnessed. You are Vidhi/ 
Vidhu Singh. 

Q5. You are ManoharRao at 7, G.T Road, Hyderabad. You have come across an 
advertisement in The Times of India for recruitment of Computer Engineer trainees 
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by Prabhu Software. Apply in response to this advertisement, giving your detailed 
bio-data and necessary details.      (10M) 

OR 

You are R.N Chowdhary, 336, W.E. Area, New Delhi. You had sent a letter for the 
replacement of your electricity meter, but you have neither received a reply nor has 
the work been attended to. Send a polite reminder to the General Manager, 
Electricity Board, Shankar Seth Road, New Delhi, requesting him to look into the 
matter. Your meter number is 0396369. 

Q6.Your thinking is different from your parents about food, films and lifestyle. Prepare a 
speech on “Generation Gap- A myth or Reality” in about 150-200 words.  

(10M) 
OR 

There are hard-working as well as work-shirkers in every class. To inspire the 
students to work hard to achieve their aims, the teacher asks Anand, a bright boy of 
the class, to write an article for the school magazine on the topic ‘Work is Worship’ in 
not more than 200 words. 

SECTION C: LITERATURE

Q7. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow: 

“Far far from gusty waves these children’s faces. 
Like rootless weeds, the hair torn around their pallor; 

The tall girl with her weighed-down head. The paper- 
seeming boy, with rat’s eyes. 

   1. What are the children compared to?                                 (1M)  
2.Why do you think the tall girl is sitting with a weighed-down head?                 (1M) 
3.Give two phrases which tell us that the children are malnourished?(2M) 

OR 

When Aunt is dead, her terrified hands will lie 
still ringed with ordeals, she was mastered by. 
The tigers in the panel that she made 
will go on prancing, proud and unafraid. 

1.Why are Aunt Jennifer’s hands terrified?(1M) 
2. Why did she make the tigers? (2M) 
3.What will happen to her tigers after her death?    (1M)  

Q8. Answer any two of the following questionsin 30-40 words each:(2x2=4M)  

a) What spreads the pall of despondence over our dark spirits? How is it removed? 
(The Thing of Beauty)  

b) “Under the apparent stillness there is life.” Justify the statement giving example 
from the poem, ‘Keeping Quite.’ 

c) Describe the world inside the car and outside the car. (My Mother at Sixty six) 

Q9. Answer the following questions any six in about 30-40 words each: (6x2=12M) 
a)  What did Zitkala-Sa feel when her long hair was cut? 
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b)  How did Dr.Sadao ensure that the American sailor left his house but he himself 
remained safe and secure? 

c) Did the peddler expect the kind of hospitality that he received from the crofter? 

d) “What a thunder clap these words were to me!” Which were the words that 
shocked and surprised little Franz? 

e) Why didn’t Sophie want Janise to know about her story with Danny? 

f) What part of the story did Jack himself enjoy the most and why? 

g) What was the Maharaja’s feeling when he killed the hundredth tiger? 

Q10.“The lesson, ‘On the Face of It’, is an apt depiction of the loneliness and sense 

of alienation experienced by people on account of disability.”Explain. 

OR     (5M) 

What precautions were taken by the prison authorities to ensure that the  
        German exam was conducted smoothly and also under strict? 

Q11. Read the following and answer the question. 
Undoubtedly, only a socially just country has the right to exist. In the modern world 
justice is a concept. Muscle is the reality.Corruption has become the way of the 
world. The destitute are exploited ruthlessly.People feel that ‘to make a living, 
craftiness is better than learnedness’. Write an article on the topic ‘Corruption in 
Contemporary India and steps one can take as a student for a better India’ in not 
more than 120 words.You can take ideas from the lesson ‘Indigo’.  

(5M) 

SECTION D: NOVEL 

Q12.Why did Watson accept Stapleton’s invitation to visit his house? What did Watson 
see on his way to the Merripit House?(150 words)                                        (8M) 

Q13. Who was Cartwright? What assignment was given to him and why? (125-150 
words)           (7M) 



 learncbse.in 

   learncbse.in 

 

Page - 6 

D.A.V. PUBLIC SCHOOL, NEW PANVEL 

Plot No. 267, 268, Sector-10, New Panvel, 

Navi Mumbai-410206 (Maharashtra). 

Phone 022-27468211, 27482276, Telefax- 27451793 

Email- davschoolnp@vsnl.net, www.davpanvel.net
FIRST TERM EXAMINATION 

2013-2014 
Std :- XII 

Sub: -Mass Media Studies      Time :-  3 Hours 

Date:-                              Marks:- 80 

………………………………………………….………………………………………….…………………… 

Part A 

(Total marks:  20) 

Instructions: 

1. Question 1 is in four parts.  Each part carries 3 marks and should be answered in 40 – 60 
words. This question carries a total of 12 marks. 

2. Question 2 comprises four parts.  Each part carries 2 marks and should be answered in 
30 – 40 words. This question carries a total of 8 marks. 

Q1.  Answer the following questions pertaining to the film ‘V for Vendetta’   

a) What is the theme of the film? 
b) Describe the characters of the film. State which one appeals you the most and why?  
c) How has music been used in the development of film? 
d) If you were the director of the film and you were to give another end to the film. What 

would the end be? Why? 

Q2.  Read the following passage carefully and answer the following questions: 

The seventh mass media channel (mobile) is often also called the fourth screen (or third 
screen) with Cinema the first, TV second and PC the third screens of life; or with the third 
screen TV and PC the first and second "personal" screens and mobile the third. There is 
strong synergy with the four screens concept but these look only at multimedia/moving 
image video content. The seven mass media taxonomy allows comparisons and contrasts 
also with mass media that do not feature moving images, i.e. radio, (many) recordings and 
print. The four screens concept is for example strongly promoted by Nokia in explaining the 
unique abilities of mobile compares with personal computers, television and the movies. 

The term fourth screen originates in reference to the actual historical sequence in the 
development of video screens. With the rapid proliferation of video networks in non-
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traditional spots such as movie theatres, bars and restaurants, gas stations, health clubs, 
and other place-based venues a category entitled "fourth screen" was created. The first 
three screens are considered: TV, Internet, and Mobile. The fourth screen is mainly used in 
the advertising and media space with the explanation and use of digital signage. With the 
proliferation of technology, digital signage has expanded in this "fourth screen" section to 
include movie theatres, gas stations and health clubs. One of the leading digital signage 
companies in movie theatres is Screen vision, with over 14,400 screens in the US. Another 
leader in the "fourth screen" marketplace is GSTV which generates over 32 million digital 
signage impressions every month. In a recent Nielsen "Fourth Screen" Market report, 
Nielsen identifies that the digital screens in the "fourth screen" category generated over 237 
million monthly exposures to persons 18+years or older. They go on to outline the various 
companies that are leaders in the space that include screen vision, NCM, Captivate, GSTV 
and Indoor Direct. Nielsen’s “Fourth Screen Network Audience Report” enables direct 
comparisons between digital place-based video networks and other video networks, 
including TV and Internet. 

In the Developing World the mobile is increasingly called the first screen and first media, as 
the penetration rates of mobile phones far exceed those of personal computers, internet 
access and television. 
a) Why is mobile called first screen and first media in developing countries?   
b) Give examples to support your answer why mobile is the best communicator?  
c) Analyse the reasons why print and radio has lost its sheen? 
d) With the growing number of usage of mobile what precautions should be taken by 

parents to stop the misuse of mobile? 

Part B 

(Total marks:  20) 

Instructions: 

1.  All questions carry 5 marks.   
2. All questions should be answered in 60 – 80 words. 

Q3. You are Shekhar/ Tripti a student of A.P. Public School. Principals of two schools from 
Afghanistan visited your school as a part of a cultural exchange programme. Students of 
the school put up a cultural show in their honour. Write a report about it for your school 
magazine. 

Q4. You are an eminent personality from the film industry who interviews other famous film 
personalities in a famous talk show that you host. Frame five questions of your choice to 
interview an actor of Old Era. 

Q5.  You are the school counsellor. You find students are obese and lack in doing physical 
activities. They are stressed and confused about how to overcome the problem. You decide 
to highlight the problem and suggest solutions in a form of poster.  

Q6.  You are a reporter for a National Daily.  Write an article on any of the following issues from 
the point of view of a Common Man: 

a) The influence of western music on younger generation  
b) Violence in movies 
c)  Sequels of movies of yester years 

Part C 

(Total marks:  20) 

Instructions: 
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1. Both questions carry 10 marks.   
2. Each question should be answered in 100 – 120 words. 

Q7. Cinema is audio-visual, spatio-temporal and narrative medium. Comment with examples to 
support your answer. 

Q8. Internet is today and tomorrow’s new frontier. Elaborate.                                                  

Part D 

(Total marks:  20) 

Instructions: 

1. Questions 9 through 13 carry two marks each and should be answered in 30-40 words.   
2. Questions 14 and 15 carry 5 marks each. 

Q9. What are the advantages of the presence of radio on the net? 

Q10. Why is Japanese cinema considered to be the most evolved in Asia? Give examples.  

Q11. What is the underlying objective behind providing SLS of popular programmes such as 
Chitrahaar on Doordarshan? 

Q12. Define Non-Fiction films. 

Q13. What do you understand by media ownership? 

Q14. 1950-1960 is called ‘The Decade of Classical Cinema’. 

Q15. Write a short note on Soap Operas. 

                                                   OR 

Q15. Give reasons for T.V being called the ‘Tube of Plenty’? How effective is this in relation to 
the internet as the site of convergence of media? 
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CA, CS, Cost and Works Accountant, Management,Insurance, Marketing, Stock Broking, Banking or 
Financial Management professional, Economist, etc. 

Several commerce colleges and institutes in India are imparting courses in the field of commerce at the 
undergraduate (B.Com) and postgraduate (M.Com) levels. After completing course in the field of 
commerce, you can join any private or government organization as a specialist in any of the streams of 
commerce, such as economics, accountancy or work as management executive, accounts executive, 
junior accountant or pursue a career in auditing or banking. Studying commerce is a very good option 
these days as it opens up multiple avenues for higher studies and career opportunities. 

If you are interested in commerce field you can go for any of the mentioned field to choose better 
career option as per your interest. 

To know more about commerce, click here

Click here to know more about the career options in commerce field

You can also compare career between all fields by clicking here

Further while, you have many other options after 12th except commerce field 
like Animation, Journalism, Law, Fashion Designing,Aviation, Hospitality, or many professional courses 
available for which you can apply if you are interested in any other career field. 

This is a list of the top ten families that are fairly often recognized as phylogenetic units, in terms of 
numbers of native speakers as a proportion of world population, listed with their core geographic areas. 
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1. Indo-European languages 45% (Europe, Southwest to South Asia, North Asia, North 
America,South America, Oceania, South Africa) 

2. Sino-Tibetan languages 22% (East Asia) 
3. Niger–Congo languages 6.4% (Sub-Saharan Africa) 
4. Afroasiatic languages 6.0% (North Africa to Horn of Africa, West Asia) 
5. Austronesian languages 5.9% (Oceania, Madagascar, maritime Southeast Asia) 
6. Dravidian languages 3.7% (South Asia) 
7. Altaic languages (controversial combination of Turkic, Mongolic, and Tungusic families) 2.3% 

(Central Asia, Northern Asia, Anatolia, Siberia)[1]

8. Japonic languages (sometimes included in an expanded Altaic proposal) 2.1% (Japan) 
9. Austroasiatic languages 1.7% (mainland Southeast Asia) 
10. Tai–Kadai languages 1.3% (Southeast Asia) 

Phyla with historically wide geographical distributions but comparatively few contemporary speakers 
include Eskimo–Aleut, Na-Dené, Algic, Quechuan and Nilo-Saharan. 

By number of languages [edit] 
According to the numbers in Ethnologue, the largest language families in terms of number of languages 
are the following. Some families are controversial, and in many the language count varies between 
researchers. 

1. Niger–Congo (1,532 languages) 
2. Austronesian (1,257 languages) 
3. Trans–New Guinea (477 languages) 
4. Sino-Tibetan (449 languages) 
5. Indo-European (439 languages) 
6. Afro-Asiatic (374 languages) 
7. Nilo-Saharan (205 languages) 
8. Pama–Nyungan (178 languages) 
9. Oto-Manguean (177 languages) (number varies; Lyle Campbell counts 27) 
10. Austroasiatic (169 languages) 
11. Tai–Kadai (92 languages) 
12. Dravidian (85 languages) 
13. Tupian (76 languages) 

Teachers face a myriad of daily choices: how to organize classrooms and curriculums, how to interpret students' 
behaviors, how to protect learning time, and so forth 

Among the Aztec people of Mexico, it is said that a long time ago there was a 
great fire in the forests that covered our Earth. People and animals started to 
run, trying to escape from the fire. Our brother owl, Tecolotl, was running 
away also when he noticed a small bird hurrying back and forth between the 
nearest river and the fire. He headed towards this small bird. 

He noticed that it was our brother the Quetzal bird, Quetzaltototl, running to 
the river, picking up small drops of water in his beak, then returning to the 
fire to throw that tiny bit of water on the flame. Owl approached Quetsal bird 
and yelled at him: "What are you doing brother? Are you stupid? You are not 
going to achieve anything by doing this. What are you trying to do? You must 
run for your life!" 
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Quetzal bird stopped for a moment and looked at owl, and then answered: "I 
am doing the best I can with what I have." 
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