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PART A

(TOTAL MARKS:  20)

Instructions: 

1. Question 1 is in four parts.  Each part carries 3 marks and should be answered in 
40 – 60 words. This question carries a total of 12 marks. 

2. Question 2 comprises four parts.  Each part carries 2 marks and should be 
answered in 30 – 40 words. This question carries a total of 8 marks. 

………………………………………………….………………………………………….…… 

Q1.  Answer the following questions pertain to any film Devdas mentioned in the 
Reader. (Word limit 40-60 words).       

a) In the context of the chosen film, what according to you could be the main 
inspiration for the Director of the film to make it? Describe the impact of the 
actual life of the Director in this film.  

b) Talk about the role of technology in filmmaking with reference to the film  
c) Comment on the prevailing social conditions in society with respect to the status 

of lead characters in this film?  Give an example from the film supporting your 
analysis. 

d) Comment on the title of the film (why is it called what it is?) – What does it say 
about the general perception of filmmakers in society at that time? 

Q2.  Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow: 

    Indian Cinema and Its Impact on Society 



 learncbse.in 

   learncbse.in 

 Hindi cinema produced in Bombay, now superficially well known as Bollywood is 

essentially a generic cinema that pervades India. But of late the products of Mollywood 

(Madras) have quite markedly influenced its aesthetic strategies while Tollywood 

(Tollygunge, Calcutta) has been constructing its popular idiom following Bollywood. 

Hindi cinema is also considered as an "all-India formula film" [critic Chidananda Das 

Gupta]. However, one has to be cautious not to generalize Hindi cinema as such.  

As it is well known India produces a massive number of feature films in many different 

languages, including several dialects. In 1999, the total number of films produced, in as 

many as 35 official languages and dialects, was 601 - up to October but one could add 

about 30 - 40 feature films to this number up to end December, 1999. The production 

figure has been steadily declining since 1990 when India produced little less than a 

thousand films a year. The debate, however, keeps going whether it's cinema that 

influences society or vice versa.  

Most of the dominant formula films get their narrative base, in one way or another, from 

the two Indian epics Mahabharata and Ramayana. The dream merchants seem to be 

knowing this fact well to extract an impact as wide as possible for a box-office success. 

This holds true of the generic Bollywood, including television.  

The reality that obtains in southern India (especially in Tamilnadu and Andhra Pradesh) 

is substantially different from that in northern India. The cinema politics nexus in 

Tamilnadu, for instance, is quite interesting. All five chief ministers who have governed 

Tamilnadu since 1967 have been associated with cinema. "The immense popularity of 

film as an entertainment form and its emergence in Tamilnadu as a major cultural 

preoccupation underscores the significance of the role of audio-visual communication in 

Tamil society." [S. Theodore Baskaran] Superstars MGR and NTR - doyens of Tamil 

and Telugu cinema respectively - were quite active in regional and national politics.  

The social impact of the cinema in India is also seen in the nationwide popularity of film-

based programs on various television channels. It's mostly the young generation that 

has been caught up by the film-song programs. Popular film song has gone very deep 

into the Indian collective memory and conscience.  
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 In a nutshell, my presentation will take up some concrete examples of what impact the 

cinema has on Indian society by and large - including how the classical villain eventually 

turned into a hero or how social values underwent a certain change. Popular films have 

even been changing people's dress and hair styles; in Bombay, I remember even shoes 

would be branded after a box-office hit film. The cinema's social impact is reflected in 

the way censorship operates in India. In colonial India, the local, police controlled, film 

censorship, was mainly political in nature, but in post-colonial India it has acquired 

moralistic overtones; I'll touch upon some recent examples in this realm. I think it's the 

state that constantly finds itself insecure vis-a-vis society at large and artists in 

particular. All said and done, the cinema hasn't yet shed its mystical hallow in India.  

On the basis of your reading the passage, answer the questions given below: 

a) The Cinema is also a Mass Media – why don’t moral pressure groups blame 
Cinema for its impact on the society? 

b) Cinema is a medium which we primarily interface at home.  Use this fact to 
agree or disagree with the statement, “Cinema causes aggression in children”  

c) What in your opinion, could be some other (2-3) ‘effects of Cinema’?   
d) Comment on Bollywood /Mollywood Cinema. 

Part B

(Total marks:  20) 

Instructions: 

1.  All questions carry 5 marks.   
2. All questions should be answered in 60 – 80 words.
………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Q3. Write a newspaper article about the relevance of Election for young adults between 
18 to 21 years of age. (5) 

Q4. You are a Radio Jokey who has to interview a famous personality (of your choice) 
for their views on violence in cinema in India.  Frame five questions. (5) 

Q5.  Write the synopsis of a story to be made into a film or TV episode about girl 
education.  Your story should not have more than three characters. (5) 

Q6.  You are a reporter for a Stardust magazine.  Write a story about any of the 
following issues from the point of view of a film magazine: (5) 

a) The Internet 
b) Beauty contest 



 learncbse.in 

   learncbse.in 

 

Part C

(Total marks:  20) 

Instructions: 

1. Both questions carry 10 marks. 
2. Each question should be answered in 100 – 120 words. 

Q7. Media’s representation of women has changed over time.  Women are considered 
to be natural multi-taskers.  Write an article on multi-tasking from the point of view 
of women in media.  (You could comment on news readers, panelists, hosts of talk 
shows or actors in fiction shows on TV). 

Q8. Advertising is everywhere today – especially in media.  Are the omnipresent 
messages to ‘buy, buy, buy’ turning the society consumerist?  Discuss a message 
(ad or public service announcement) that doesn’t ‘sell’ something.  Which affects 
you more? 

Part D 

(Total marks:  20) 

Instructions: 

1. Questions 9 through 13 carry two marks each and should be answered in 30-40 
words.  

2.  Questions 14 and 15 carry 5 marks each. 

Q9. Which art form is called “The Cinderella of All Arts” and why? 

Q10.Who is the target audience of prime time television? What kind of programme is 
telecast on prime time? 

Q11.How real is the reality of television? 

Q12.Why do you think music programmes on radio enjoy immense popularity?  

Q13.What is the key aspects of media ownership? 

Q14. Discuss the differences between T.V and Cinema. 

Q15. Discuss the different types of advertisements with examples.  

OR 

Q15. What do you understand by Non- Fiction films? State its importance. 
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